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• Record revenues of CHF 6.8B 

• Industry’s CHF 1.3B fund raising exceeds 2019 
pre-COVID levels

• R&D investment reaches new record of CHF 2.7B 

• 47 approvals by Swissmedic – a record

• Employment grows 7.2% - talent pool broadens

• Ecosystem strengthens, ~20% of European 
biotech companies now headquartered in 
Switzerland

• Swiss Biotech Association celebrates 25 years of 
Swiss biotech innovation

www.swissbiotech.org5

Sector weathers global disruption well & continues
to drive healthcare innovation

April 24, 2023



The year in figures

The 2022 data in the presented tables is based on information that was available up until March 31, 2023, when this report was compiled and went to press. At this time, some of the companies 
had not yet disclosed their financial figures for 2022. Therefore, some figures were carefully extrapolated on the basis of the latest interim data publicly available (i.e., Q3 or Q4 2022)
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Capital investments in Swiss biotech companies 2012-2022
Private and public Swiss biotech companies
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Swiss biotech companies raised a total of CHF 1.3B in 2022
Largest public and private financing rounds 

2022 public financing rounds 2022 private financing rounds

Source: Annual Reports, website information, EY 
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Biotech financing categories in Switzerland 2012-2022

Source: Annual Reports, website information, EY 
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Public and private Swiss regional financing 2020-2022 

Source: Annual Reports, website information, EY 
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Revenues, R&D expenses, profit/loss, liquidity 2020-2022
Total Swiss biotech companies

Note: The 2022 data in above tables is based on information that was available up until March 31, 2023. At this time, some of the companies had not yet disclosed 
their financial figures for 2022. Therefore, some figures were carefully extrapolated on the basis of the latest interim data publicly available (i.e. Q3 or Q4 2022). 

Source: Annual Reports, website information, EY 
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Number of biotech companies in Switzerland 2013-2022



Number of employees in Swiss R&D biotech companies
2020-2022
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Life science exports CHF CHF 109.6B, up from 109.0B in 2021
Pharma and biotech represent 39% of Swiss exports

scienceindustries/Federal Customs Administration 2023, Swiss IMPEX database 
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Life science exports: Steady growth across two decades
Pharma and biotech exports increased by 255% over the last 20 years

Life science sector’s contribution to exports has grown by 255% since 2002, making it the strongest single driver of Swiss export growth



Swiss Biotech Report 2023
Effective solutions for global challenges
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Swiss Biotech Report 2023
Effective solutions for global challenges

• 25 years of achievements, future pipeline strong

• Swiss biotech industry focused on global medical needs

• Government support focused on academic research and talent formation

• Biotech patents: Switzerland continues to hold a leading position with world-class and 
high impact patents and often develops these in international collaborations

• New topics of precision medicine, blockchain, AI & sustainability being embraced

• R&D investments at record level despite more difficult funding environment

• Sparks segment of SIX Swiss Exchange supports innovative SMEs

• All backed by broad talent pool, strong infrastructure and supportive environment



www.swissbiotech.org18April 24, 2023

Impactful patents developed in international collaboration

18
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ðóêèêïâõêïè�çóðî�êïõæóïâõêðïâí�äðííâãðóâõêðï

Ëâ÷êå�Ùææô
Swiss Federal Institute of  
Intellectual Property  ��×âõæïõ�
Ìùñæóõ

Inventors who are resident in Switzerland contribute disproportionately to the global biotech patent portfolio, in terms of 
both quantity and quality. The claim that Swiss biotech inventions provide global solutions is justified by their high impact, 
combining technological relevance with a broad coverage of global markets. Three out of four biotech patent applications 
listing Swiss inventors are international inventions. This exceptionally high rate, which applies equally to private companies 
and to public research institutions, illustrates the strong international collaboration network of Swiss-based inventors.

Êéóêôõêâï�Ôðôæó
Swiss Federal Institute of  
Intellectual Property  ��×âõæïõ�
Ìùñæóõ

Figure 1: Portfolio size of Swiss origin biotech 

patents by ownership type (2000 to 2022)

Note: ‘International’ inventions are defined as those with at least one Swiss based inventor and at least one non-Switzerland based inventor. 

‘Domestic’ inventions are those with Switzerland-domiciled inventors only. 

Figure 2: Average Competitive Impact™ of Swiss origin biotech patents 

by ownership type (data for the reporting date December 31, 2022)
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Co-inventor countries of Swiss biotech patents
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Figure 3:  Overview of co-inventor countries listed in Swiss biotech patents and their average Competitive ImpactTM 
(data for the reporting date December 31, 2022)
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Top 20 countries of biotech patents' origin

Source: IGE/IPI, Swiss Biotech Report 2023



Celebrating 25 years of the Swiss Biotech Association
Major achievements of Swiss biotech innovation

April 24, 2023 www.swissbiotech.org21

Most of these highlights were achieved in international collaboration and benefit patients around the world. They do not represent a comprehensive list but rather a selection that 
emphasizes the diversity of modalities that have been developed over time and the broad range of medical needs they help to address. Supported by Citeline.
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A smoothly functioning ecosystem

45
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Continued investment�
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Ðï� �  ��çê÷æ�ðöõ�ðç�õéæ� ��íâóèæôõ�çêïâïäêïè�óðöïåô�øæóæ�ãêðõæäé�äðîñâïêæô��êïäíöåêïè�ÐîîöïÖô�Ûéæóâñæöõêäô��â�íâõæ�ôõâèæ�ãêðõæäé�äðîñâïú�
õéâõ�çðäöôæô�ðï�íæöìðäúõæ�âïõêèæïô�¡ÏÓÈ¢�õð�ôõêîöíâõæ�ãðõé�õéæ�êïïâõæ�âïå�õéæ�âåâñõê÷æ�êîîöïæ�ôúôõæîô�ðç�äâïäæó�&

Novel research�
Îíðãâííú��Úøêõûæóíâïå�âïå�Ñâñâï�óæñóæôæïõ�â�éêèéæó�ôéâóæ�ðç�õéæ�íâõæ�ôõâèæ�ñêñæíêïæ�õéâï�æâóíú�ôõâèæ��øêõé�äðîñâïêæô�éâ÷êïè�îðóæ�åóöèô�
ñæó�äðîñâïú�ðï�â÷æóâèæ�õéâï�êï�ðõéæó�óæèêðïô��Ûéêô�êïåêäâõæô�õéâõ�õéæ�äðîêïè�úæâóô�øêíí�ãæ�çðäöôæå�ðï�õéæ�äðîîæóäêâíêûâõêðï�ðç�Úøêôô�íæå�
îðíæäöíæô��Èõ�õéæ�ôâîæ�õêîæ��Úøêõûæóíâïåďô�ñðôêõêðï�âô�õéæ�éêèéæôõ�óâïìæå�äðöïõóú�ñæó�äâñêõâ�êï�æâóíú�ôõâèæ�åæ÷æíðñîæïõ�åæîðïôõóâõæô�
õéâõ�äóæâõêïè�â�íðïè�õæóî�ñêñæíêïæ�éâô�ïðõ�ãææï�ïæèíæäõæå�

191

[1] (on the article 3) IQVIA Institute analysis using Pipeline Intelligence dataset, 2022 analysis; [2]  (on the article 5) IQVIA analysis of reimbursement data, W.A.I.T. dataset and Pipeline Intelligence analysis 2022; 
[3] (on the article 2) IQVIA analysis 2022, using IQVIA Institute Impact of Emerging Biopharma Companies whitepaper (June 2022) [4] (on the article 7) IQVIA analysis 2022, using MIDAS Q1 2022 sales data
[5 (on the article 4) IQVIA Pipeline Intelligence analysis and HTA- Accelerator dataset, 2022 analysis; [6] (on the article 5) IQVIA analysis of reimbursement data, W.A.I.T. dataset and Pipeline Intelligence analysis 2022

~7%

+25% higher

~20% $276 million

Swiss biotech companies are progressing and succeeding along the ‘Commercialization Journey’

is the proportion of European biotech 
companies that are headquartered in 
Switzerland, representing >90 
companies in 20222

molecules with active clinical 
trials lead by >90 companies 
with Swiss HQs in 20223

rate of availability in European markets for 
medicines developed by Swiss biotech 
companies versus average biotech launches 
in the past 5 years5

the proportion of all innovative 
medicines launched in Europe 
were developed by Swiss biotech 
companies in the past 5 years4

revenue (at list prices) 
generated by Swiss biotech 
companies in Europe in the 
past 5 years7 

Figure 1: Key highlights of Swiss biotech companies 

“Switzerland provides a unique ecosystem of highly qualified talent, a diversity of trusted 
partners, business friendly regulation and accessibility to major academic and innovation 
hubs around the world. These criteria are key for business growth and among the key 
factors Blueprint Medicines considered when opening our European headquarters in Zug.”

Francesc Almirall Alzamora, Director Commercial 
Operations & Launch Excellence at Blueprint Medicines. 

Êðïõêïöêïè�õéæ�ôöääæôô�ðç�Úøêôô�ãêðõæäé�êïõð�õéæ�çöõöóæ

IQVIA analysis 2022, using MIDAS Q1 2022 sales data, for all references, see IQVIA guest article in the Swiss Biotech Report 2023
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Modality and therapeutic area hotspots in Europe
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Biotechnology applications beyond healthcare

28

Éêðõæäéïðíðèú�êïïð÷âõæô�ôöôõâêïâãíæ�
âíõæóïâõê÷æô�çðó�êïåöôõóú ÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌË
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óæòöêóæô�äðïõêïöðöô�êïïð÷âõêðï��ïðõ�ðïíú�êï�õéæ�íâãðóâõðóú�ðó�êï�
õéæ�îâïöçâäõöóêïè�ñíâïõ��ãöõ�âíôð�êï�õéæ�øâú�øæ�øðóì�õðèæõéæó�

Ûéæ�öôæ�ðç�ãíðäìäéâêï�õæäéïðíðèú�äâï�æïôöóæ�ôæäöóêõú�âïå�
çâäêíêõâõæ�äððñæóâõêðï�êï�âóæâô�øéêäé�îâú�ñóæ÷êðöôíú�éâ÷æ�ãææï�
ôææï�âô�ñðõæïõêâííú�äðïçíêäõêïè��ãöõ�øéêäé�îâú�ðççæó�õóæîæïåðöô�
ðññðóõöïêõêæô�õéóðöèé�åæäæïõóâíêûæå�âïå�äðïõóðííæå�ñææó�õð�ñææó�
æùäéâïèæ��Úöäé�âï�âññóðâäé�êô�äöóóæïõíú�ãæêïè�êï÷æôõêèâõæå�ãú�õéæ�
Úøêôô�Ðïåöôõóêâí�Éêðäâõâíúôêô�Êðïôðóõêöî�¡ÚÐÉÊ¢����

Ûéæóæ�êô�éöèæ�ñðõæïõêâí�çðó�õéæ�çöóõéæó�åæ÷æíðñîæïõ�ðç�âï�âäõê÷æ�
êïåöôõóêâí�ãêðõæäé�äíöôõæó�êï�Úøêõûæóíâïå��âïå�õéæ�Úøêôô�Éêðõæäé�
Èôôðäêâõêðï�¡ÚÉÈ¢�âïå�õéæ�Úøêôô�Èäâåæîú�ðç�Ìïèêïææóêïè�
Úäêæïäæô�¡ÚÈÛÞ¢�éâ÷æ�äðïõêïöæå�õéæêó�æççðóõô�õð�ãóêïè�âï�
Ðïåöôõóêâí�Éêðõæäéïðíðèú�øðóìêïè�èóðöñ�êïõð�ãæêïè��È�ìïðøíæåèæ�
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• Global sales of  biotechnology sector 
amount to USD 500B, ~50% relate 
to healthcare applications

• Huge potential for biotechnology 
applications beyond healthcare

• The Swiss Biotech Association 
launches separate chapter to 
develop an industrial biotech cluster 
in Switzerland 

• Biotechnology is an innovation driver 
in major industries such as mining, 
construction, recycling and
energy





• The Swiss Biotech Association's Swiss Biotech Success Stories 
celebrate those who have made significant contributions to the industry

• Dedicated to scientists, pioneers, entrepreneurs, innovators and 
supporters who led the way, opened the horizon and prepared the 
ground for lasting achievements

• Awarded annually, the Swiss Biotech Success Stories accentuate past 
industry highlights and act as motivator for future achievements

Celebrating and honoring major achievement
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Swiss Biotech Success Stories award winners 2023
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Swiss Biotech Report 2023 - key figures 2022 at a glance
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