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Despite fewer investments and a higher bar 
for funding, investment and dealmaking 
within the biotech sector in Switzerland has 
remained stable.

We witnessed several encouraging and 
impressive financing rounds, including 
companies such as Alentis, Asceneuron 
Bright Peaks, Cradle, iOnctura, Neurosterix, 
Numab, Windward Bio, and others.  
Notable partnering deals include those  
of AC Immune/Takeda, Araris/Chugai,  
Haya/Lilly, Numab/JnJ, Vir/Sanofi and 
Molecular Partners/Oranomed. 

The investments and deal flow are largely  
in line with the global focus of biotech VCs 
and pharma, including AI-driven protein 
engineering, obesity treatments, radio- 
pharmaceuticals, antibody-drug conju- 
gates (ADCs), and a somewhat renewed 
interest in immuno-oncology (including 
PDL-1/VEGF and T-cell engagers).

Additionally, there is a trend of increased 
deal activity with Chinese companies that 
deserves our attention. For every drug, 
mostly antibodies, there is a me-too or 
me-better in a Chinese pipeline. This has 
become a strategic hunting ground for 
in-licensing and/or acquisition for VCs, 
biotech, or pharma. Swiss biotech compa-
nies and VCs are capitalizing on this, and  
at the same time, it is both an opportunity 
and a necessity to differentiate our  
“Swiss-originated” pipeline as being a  
step ahead of this competition.

At the Swiss Biotech Association, we 
continue to support our members through 
various initiatives, tailoring our efforts  

to their key needs. This includes the Swiss 
Biotech Day, and meetings for biotech 
CEOs, CFOs, and HR leaders. We have also 
continued our collaboration with Swissmedic 
to support the evolution of the local trial 
landscape. At the association’s level, we are 
pleased to welcome Igor Fisch as a new 
member of our board of directors, bringing 
his entrepreneurial expertise and passion for 
mentoring the next generation.

Given the unstable global situation, social 
impact remains an important pillar at our 
association. In 2024, we founded Life 
Science Cares (LSC), bridging the needs of 
our less privileged citizens with support and 
opportunities in the life science community. 
This initiative aims to break the cycle of 
poverty and demonstrates our commitment 
to making a positive impact beyond the 
biotech industry. We extend our gratitude  
to our LSC founding partners  for their 
support: HBM, Numab, OM Pharma, CDR 
Life, Molecular Partners, and Wyss Zurich.

We look forward to a successful year ahead 
and to welcoming you at the Swiss Biotech 
Day on May 5 and 6, where we will share 
valuable insights and updates on our efforts 
to drive the success of the Swiss biotech 
industry.

Sincerely yours, 

Patrick Amstutz 
President Swiss Biotech Association

A trusted partner in times of global instability
In a world marked by global instability – wars, political shifts, 
and a trend back towards local, territorial protectionism –  
the need to uphold scientific integrity, a strong life science voice 
and trusted international collaborations has never been greater. 
This moment presents a unique opportunity for Switzerland  
to solidify our role as a trusted and stable partner, fostering 
enduring collaborations.
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The Swiss biotech community is expanding its impact 
The Swiss biotech community is making a growing impact –  
and this is being noticed internationally. For the second year in  
a row, more than 100 new members have joined the Swiss 
Biotech Association, expanding its member base to 593 members.  
The Swiss Biotech Report 2024 revealed that Swiss biotech 
companies attracted more than 2 billion CHF in new funds and 
invested approximately 2.5 billion CHF in their R&D projects.

International business partners are noticing 
this strong development, and the Swiss 
Biotech Day expanded by another 40%, 
attracting around 2,500 attendees, with 
more than 40% joining from abroad.  
A key driver is the Global Village platform. 
Embedded in the Swiss Biotech Day,  
it  supports international delegations in 
strengthening their ties with Swiss biotech 
leaders. From 10 delegations in 2023,  
the number rose to 17 in 2024, with over  
20 expected this year. 

To build on this success, a biotech investor 
pre-event is planned, alongside other 
innovations like mentoring booths, Swiss 
cluster booths, and moderated networking 
sessions to foster collaboration and 
generate qualitative growth.

In 2024 alone, the Swiss Biotech Associa-
tion welcomed 112 new members. We 
greatly appreciate this positive feedback 
and sign of trust, as it provides us with 
greater financial flexibility and strengthens 
our credibility with policymakers and 
international partners.

In 2024, we used this support to:

	 Expand the peer-to-peer meetings to 
connect CEOs, CFOs, and Swiss biotech 
HR leaders

	� Further accelerate the onboarding to  
the Swiss Biotech Ventures (financing & 
partnering) and Swiss Biotech Orbit 
(talent matching) platforms

	 Build up the association chapters for 
diagnostics, healthtech, and industrial 
biotech companies, as well as the expert 
chapter for tax, legal, and accounting 

	� Provide strong advocacy through  
our collaborations with Interpharma,  
scienceindustries, economiesuisse,  
and the International Council of Biotech 
Associations.

	 Promote the Swiss biotech hub as a 
valuable partner in international collabo-
rations and alliances, showcasing, e.g., 
the Access Consortium of Swissmedic 
(joint approval with Australia, Canada, 
the UK, and Singapore) or new partners 
for healthcare innovation, such as the 
Botnar Institute of Immune Engineering, 
which was founded in Basel last year.

	 Promote the value and contribution of 
the Swiss biotech industry: Dr. Hans-Peter 
Strebel and the Swiss Foundation  
for Research on Muscle Diseases were 
honored with the  Swiss Biotech 
Success Stories Award. 

Our objectives for 2025 are outlined on 
pages 38-39. Please reach out to our board 
members and the management team (see 
page 36) with your feedback and support us 
in providing a strong voice for the Swiss 
biotech ecosystem.

Yours faithfully,

Michael Altorfer 
CEO
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Highlights of the Swiss Biotech Association in 2024

Our Swiss Biotech Report 2024, outlined 
capital investments in Swiss biotechs of 
CHF 2 billion and R&D investments aggre-
gating to CHF 2.5 billion.

Switzerland’s most comprehensive Swiss 
Biotech Directory with over 1,500 com- 
pany entries was printed and distributed to 
stakeholders in Switzerland and at leading 
international biotech conferences.

Our platforms supporting all Swiss 
biotech companies continue to grow: 
Swiss Biotech Ventures for funding, Global 
Village for international collaboration, and 
Swiss Biotech Orbit for talent acquisition.

We represented the Swiss biotech 
industry in the International Council of 
Biotechnology Associations’ (ICBA).

We support the ICBA in talks with the 
WHO, WTO, and WIPO, by emphasizing 
the needs of innovative biotech startups 
and SMEs.

Swiss biotechs and the association were 
presented in the Swiss pavilions at BIO  
International and the BIO Europe con- 
ventions, at the Sachs Associates’ investor 
conferences, Illmac, and many more.

At our general assembly, Igor Fisch was 
elected as a new board member, while 
departing members Luca Bolliger and  
Ulf Grawunder were awarded honorary 
membership in appreciation of their  
many years of dedicated support and  
representation of the association.

Our flagship event, the Swiss Biotech Day, once again fostered collaboration and impactful 
partnerships. In 2024, 2,500 participants from 40+ countries, including 17 international 
delegations, joined this premier global biotech conference. Since 2021, attendance has 
grown by 40% annually, underscoring its rising influence in life sciences. At the Swiss 
Biotech Day we also supported the Swiss launch of the first international chapter  
of Life Science Cares, building bridges for people with limited opportunities and  
connecting the life science community with local non-profit organizations.
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Interest in targeted peer-to-peer meetings for 
biotech executives is growing among our members  
as a valuable forum for informal exchange of best 
practices. Building on the success of the Swiss biotech 
CEO meeting, the CFO and HR leaders meetings have 
drawn executives to discuss their unique challenges  
in the biotech industry in a relaxed, interactive setting. 
These gatherings will continue to foster collaboration, 
enabling to shape optimal frameworks for peer exchange, 
set priorities, and address strategic issues.



Ventures
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Swiss Biotech Ventures platform
Swiss biotech companies, global biotech investors and industry partners equally 
benefit from the Swiss Biotech Ventures platform. It is free of charge and matches 
Swiss biotech companies, global biotech investors, and industry partners to 
facilitate financing, licensing and research collaborations. 

With the Swiss Biotech Ventures platform, 
the Swiss Biotech Association enables Swiss 
biotech companies to present their invest-
ment and partnership opportunities to 
global biotech investors and multinational 
pharma and industry partners. Investors, 
family offices, foundations and pharmaceu-
tical companies gain insight into the pipeline 
of the Swiss biotech hub, and easily  
discover and contact companies matching 
their strategic focus based on modalities, 
indications, and development stage.

Swiss Biotech Ventures is a comprehensive 
database that creates transparency between 
stakeholders. On the “sell side”, Swiss bio- 
tech companies describe their value pro- 
position. On the “buy side”, global biotech 
investors and pharmaceutical representa-
tives identify investment and partnership 
opportunities matching with their selection 
criteria. Both sides present their focus  
and goals, rendering matchmaking between 
these players efficient and transparent.

Swiss Biotech Ventures is steadily growing. 
At the beginning of 2025, more than 1,000 
investors and pharmaceutical companies 
were listed, and about 240 innovative  
venture projects from Swiss biotech com- 
panies were presented. Every time a 
venture matching the selection criteria of  
an investor is added, or its status changes 
(e.g. from preclinical to clinical phase I), inter-
ested parties receive an email notification  
and can find out more on the platform.

Both sides gain valuable time as individual 
communication on the project development 
is replaced by timely, transparent and 
consistent information. In the Swiss tradition, 
the Swiss Biotech Association takes a 
neutral stance. No company is promoted, 

no privileged information is shared with any 
of the parties, nor does the Swiss Biotech 
Association receive any success fee. Anyone 
on the platform has free access to identical 
information, simultaneously, transparently 
and to the benefit of all parties. 

In conjunction with the Swiss Biotech Ven- 
tures platform, the Swiss Biotech Association 
also helps companies to present and partner 
at the Swiss Biotech Day and at national 
and international events. Quarterly highlight 
reports from the Swiss biotech industry  
with background information complete the 
offering.

Join Swiss Biotech Ventures  
and gain access to:

	X free of charge platform, by invitation only
	X matching Swiss biotech companies with 
global biotech investors and industry 
partners to facilitate financing, licensing 
and research collaboration

	X timely, transparent, simultaneous, and 
consistent information

	X a steadily growing database of thriving 
biotech ventures

	X free newsletters on Swiss biotech venture 
highlights and background information

Use this QR code to register 
on Swiss Biotech Ventures 
and promote the platform 
amongst your peers around 
the globe
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Swiss Biotech Orbit: Matching talent and opportunities

Use this QR code to match 
talents and opportunities

Bridging talents to biotech brilliance 

The Orbit platform is available to biotech 
talent in Switzerland and abroad. Biotech 
companies in Switzerland can use the 
platform to search this talent pool without 
the need to publicly publish open positions.

Swiss Biotech Orbit helps to match job 
opportunities and talents, and supports all 
Swiss biotech companies that can offer  
job opportunities.

Rapidly expanding

The non-public Swiss Biotech Orbit talent 
platform matches the skills of talents with 
the criteria of job offers. Since its launch, 
numerous life science companies and 
talents have joined, and more are joining 
every day, contributing to the rapid expan-
sion of the platform.

Swiss Biotech Orbit opens doors to exciting 
opportunities for professionals, and future 
talents in life sciences R&D, and supports 
Swiss biotech companies in identifying the 
right talent in the industry.

How to get involved

Swiss Biotech Orbit can only be successful 
with the support of our members and other 
stakeholders in the industry. We encourage 
you to join Swiss Biotech Orbit and  
contribute to the growth of the life science 
industry in Switzerland.

The Orbit platform features 
a wide range of local talent, 
with searching and filtering 
tools to help you find the right 
person for the job.

David Pejoski, Co-founder and Co-CEO, 
Adoram Therapeutics
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At the end of 2024, the Swiss Biotech Association counted 593 members. Our website,  
newsletters, social media activities, and mailings provide an up-to-date and comprehensive 
picture of what is happening in the Swiss biotech industry. The number of members, 
subscribers and website visitors is steadily increasing.

Development in numbers

112 new 
members

~375,000 web visitors 
from 195 countries

~11,000 LinkedIn 
followers

~2,500 Swiss 
Biotech Day 

participants from 
44 countries

> 1,000 companies 
listed on Swiss Biotech 

Ventures platform

~75 
media 

features

~80,000
mailings  
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Founded in 1998, the Swiss Biotech Asso- 
ciation represents the interests of the Swiss 
biotech industry. To support its members  
in a competitive market, the Swiss Biotech 
Association works to secure favorable 
framework conditions and facilitate access  

to talents, novel technologies and financial 
resources. To strengthen and promote the 
Swiss biotech industry, the Swiss Biotech 
Association collaborates with numerous 
partners and life science clusters globally 
under the brand Swiss Biotech™.

The Swiss Biotech Association

The Swiss Biotech Directory lists more than 1,500 companies, reflecting both the 
rapid growth, as well as the diversity of this vibrant economic sector. The Swiss  
biotech industry has built one of the most densely populated and comprehensive 
biotech ecosystems worldwide. 

Our stakeholders: Who we support and represent

Highly specialized clinical research organiza-
tions, manufacturers, suppliers and technical 
consultants complement, support, and advise 
biotech companies which focus on the devel-
opment of their proprietary product pipelines. 
 
Many of the globally leading CROs and 
suppliers have selected Switzerland as their 
international headquarter, and Swiss biotech 

companies benefit from the proximity of 
Roche and Novartis and numerous inter-
national pharma companies. Increasingly, 
international companies select Switzerland 
as their hub for the production of highly 
complex biologics, peptides and cell 
products. International investors and 
industry specialists alike, value the numer-
ous advantages Switzerland offers.



Developing favorable  
and competitive framework  
conditions

Attracting talent, know-how  
and financial resources to drive  

innovation and growth
Promoting the  
accomplishments of the 
Swiss biotech industry

Fostering networking through 
strategic, national and  

international partnerships
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Our mission: Representing the interests of the industry
The Swiss Biotech Association is a non-profit, member-driven organization  
representing the interests of the Swiss biotech industry. Swiss biotech companies 
are leading the way in developing and commercializing innovative medicines,  
diagnostics, healthcare treatments, services and enabling technologies.

Our core objective is to ensure that the value 
generated by the Swiss biotech industry con- 
tinues to grow and that the industry contributes  
to the well-being of the socio-economic eco- 
system thereby enabling Switzerland to be a key 
player at the forefront of bioscience innovation. 
To this end, the Swiss Biotech Association  
is dedicated to supporting Swiss biotech 
companies through the following:

Developing favorable and competitive 
framework conditions

	X Creating awareness of the biotech industry’s 
needs and interests with policy makers

	X Advocating a competitive tax system 
alongside lean and pragmatic regulations

	X Fostering life science education, technology 
transfer and intellectual property

Attracting talent, know-how and  
financial resources to drive innovation 
and growth

	X Promoting and facilitating access  
to funding opportunities

	X Connecting investors and attractive  
biotech investment opportunities

	X Facilitating access to national and  
international talent

Fostering networking through strategic, 
national and international partnerships

	X Connecting industry stakeholders and  
life science clusters

	X Organizing and co-promoting national 
and international life science events

	X Providing access to privileged infor-
mation through industry platforms and  
working groups

Promoting the accomplishments  
of the Swiss biotech industry

	X Disseminating the value-creation of 
Swiss biotech companies 

	X Visualizing the diversity and compet-
itiveness of Swiss biotech companies

	X Presenting innovative products and 
technologies and their contribution to 
quality of life 



Financing & partnering

Talent

Translational R&D

Manufacturing, CMC & quality control

Regulatory & patient advocacy

Digitalization

Marketing & communication

Legal, tax & accounting

 

                  Social Responsibility
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Empowering biotechs: Support across essential areas

Biotech industry segments

Therapeutics & 
medtech combination products

Diagnostics & 
lab automation

Digital & health  
technologies

Industrial 
biotech

C
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Key focus areas managed  
by the Swiss Biotech Association 
team and board

Association chapters managed by the 
Swiss Biotech Association with support 
of specialists in the area of expertise
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Our powerful platforms: How we bring our mission to life
The Swiss Biotech Association is committed to creating and maintaining platforms 
that benefit all Swiss biotech companies – not only its members – in financing  
and partnering, search for talent and in education, branding, and networking:  
We unite people to collaboratively shape the ideal framework conditions for  
a vibrant Swiss biotech community and beyond.

By connecting Swiss R&D biotech companies with global  
investors and industry partners on Swiss Biotech Ventures

By matching Swiss job opportunities and talents  
on Swiss Biotech Orbit

By uniting foreign biotech clusters with the Swiss biotech  
ecosystem through our Global Village

By promoting biotechs in the Swiss Biotech Directory,  
by disseminationg their news, and with success stories

Financing and partnering

Finding talent internationally

Foster International collaboration

Boosting global visibility
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Our event platforms offer real networking to let executives and professionals 
discuss their unique needs in a relaxed, peer-to-peer setting. Crucial in a  
fast-evolving industry, face-to-face interactions accelerate innovation, strengthen 
partnerships, and help shape the future of a thriving Swiss biotech community.

For international networking at one of the leading global  
biotech conferences, with thousands of guests

The Swiss Biotech Day

The exclusive and informal annual networking event  
for Swiss R&D biotech CEOs

Swiss biotech CEO meetings

To openly share and discuss unique requirements  
as a CFO in the biotech sector

Swiss biotech CFO meetings

A day to shape business culture, leadership, and talent  
management in the biotech industry

Swiss biotech HR leaders meetings

Offered at the Swiss Biotech Association Academy by  
academic institutions & regular Swiss Biotech Insight meetings

Professional development and education



Platform operated by
Swiss Biotech Association

Founded in 1998, the Swiss Biotech
Association represents the interests of the
Swiss biotech industry. To support its
members, the association works to secure
favorable framework conditions and
facilitate access to talents, novel
technologies and financial resources.
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 Search
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Find Swiss biotech companies

Key business 
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Add listing
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Read online
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Browse job listings

Add listing

 Newsletter

Covers news and events
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Industry news
Subscribe to our newsletter

Celonic AG

Celonic: Long-term manufacturing service agreement with
LINDIS Biotech

February 19, 2025

Swiss Biotech Association

Beware of fraudulent emails impersonating the Swiss Biotech
Association

October 8, 2024

In Virtuo Laboratories Sagl

InVirtuoLabs secures EUR 2.85 million to accelerate drug
discovery with AI

February 21, 2025

LimmaTech Biologics AG

LimmaTech: First patients vaccinated against Staphylococcus
aureus

February 17, 2025

Oculis Operations Sàrl

Oculis announces pricing of USD 100 million oversubscribed
offering of shares

February 14, 2025

CELLnTEC Advanced Cell Systems

CELLnTEC joins EU consortium to develop bioprinted liver
constructs

February 10, 2025

BioVersys AG

SIX

BioVersys is now publicly listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange

February 7, 2025

Our featured events & more
Subscribe to our newsletter

BECOME A MEMBER
Loads of reasons to join

Checkout beneÞtsJOIN OUR ASSOCIATION Become a member

MoreINVEST IN SWISS BIOTECH The global biotech ventures
platform

MoreUNITE TALENT & OPPORTUNITIES Swiss Biotech Orbit
platform

MoreCOLLABORATE WITH SWISS BIOTECH Worldwide
networking

Filter news 

Filter events 

Host: Switzerland Global Enterprise 

17MAR 19MAR

SWISS Pavilion @ BIO-Europe Spring
Join the Pavilion for Swiss biotechs at Europe's largest partnering conf…

Milan, Italy

Host: Swiss Biotech Association 

05MAY 06MAY

Swiss Biotech Day
Switzerland's premier biotech conference

Basel

 

Log in or Register
SWISS+
BIOTECH   
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Promoting accomplishments of the industry
The Swiss Biotech Association highlights the vital contribution of the biotech 
industry in Switzerland and abroad, positioning it as a key economic pillar.  
In addition to the Swiss Biotech Success Stories (s. pages 18-23) and our digital 
platforms (s. page 14), our digital media and publications play a crucial role  
in expanding our impact as the central resource for the Swiss biotech industry.

swissbiotech.org is a valuable information source for the industry, offering an up-to-date and comprehensive 
view of the Swiss biotech sector. This is reflected in a steadily growing number of website visitors.



View in browser

Join the community

The newsletter from the central resource
for the Swiss biotech industry

November 2024

November 21: Informal exchange in Basel

Social partnerships for life science
companies
Life Science Cares Switzerland is a newly founded
organization with the aim of linking the life science
community with local charitable organizations to facilitate
access to education for socially disadvantaged people in
Switzerland and thereby strengthen the life science
industry. Join the apéro and register now.

New database

Locate regulatory and ethical information for clinical research
The European Clinical Research Infrastructure Network, ECRIN, has launched its
regulatory and ethical database - RED. This tool is designed to support the European
clinical research community with essential resources and guidance. Whether you are
planning a multi-country study or expanding an existing project across borders, RED
offers precise, up-to-date information to navigate the complexities of clinical study
submissions in Europe.

Connect with 700+ Swiss founders 
Join the Swisspreneur community
Tap into the hive mind of over 700 Swiss startup founders.
Exchange on e.g. how to set up contracts for your globally
distributed team, or how to best keep your seed round
investors up-to-date, and much more...

Export Award 2025

Internationally successful companies wanted
With the Export Award, Switzerland Global Enterprise honors internationally active
companies with an impressive expansion strategy and innovative approach to market
cultivation.The award will be presented to a Swiss or Liechtenstein company at a
ceremony on the occasion of the International Trade Forum on April 30, 2025, at the
Congress Center Basel. Apply by January 15, 2025.

Discover Dutch-Swiss synergies in life sciences - December 10-12

Connecting the pharma R&D dots for a healthy future
The Global Village platform of the Swiss Biotech Association connects the Swiss biotech
hub with other key biotech hubs. International delegations use it at the Swiss Biotech Day,
and throughout the year joint working groups, site visits, and a network of biotech
decision-makers are formed to strengthen the exchange between Switzerland and other
countries and regions. 
 
Discover new partnerships, explore cutting-edge innovations, and strengthen ties between
the Swiss and Dutch life sciences ecosystems. Have a look at the program. For more info
or registration, please  directly contact Laura Duran or Niels van Leeuwen via email.

Open for entries until January 31

Time to shine for
bioinformaticians
Apply now to gain recognition, showcase
your best work to a global audience, and get
up to CHF 10,000.

Climate and resources 
Sustainable innovation of chemistry, pharma and life sciences
The recently launched sustainability strategy (only available in German and French) of
scienceindustries and its members is presented in a movie and shows the commitment of
Swiss companies in this area.

Selected industry news

Ymmunobio honored with 3rd place at the Prix Galien USA Awards - Nov 15
Pharvaris: 3rd quarter 2024 Þnancial results and business updates - Nov 13
Aurealis Therapeutics: CHF 8M for wound studies and oncology program - Nov 13
Nouscom’s immunotherapy has potential to treat Lynch Syndrome - Nov 5
InSphero partners with Chayon in South Korea for in vitro technologies - Nov 4
LubioScience partners with Zymo Research for sequencing - Oct 29
AMYRA: New therapeutic paradigm for gluten-related disorders - Oct 23
BioVersys joins EU-funded program for mycobacteria treatments - Oct 22
Topadur Pharma strengthens executive team towards IPO - Oct 18
LimmaTech & Valneva: FDA Fast Track designation for Shigella vaccine - Oct 16
Bioversys: Clinical trial on ventilator associated bacterial pneumonia - Oct 16
Cytosurge and Lexogen partner to advance live-cell sequencing - Oct 15

For our members: Add your news on our website

More interesting reads

AlveoliX’ shows how organ-on-chip models could prevent animal trials - Nov 14
Swiss chemical and pharmaceutical industry ranks top in sustainability (de) - Nov 11
Shape Biopharmaceuticals gets CHF 150K from Venture Kick  - Nov 14
Nerai Bio has received the CHF 150,000 investment from Venture Kick - Nov 11
Swiss ingenuity shines on TIME's Best Inventions 2024 list - Nov 1
Researchers in Ticino decode breast cancer gene function - Oct 24
Switzerland records second most patents per capita in Europa - Oct 24
Innovate, Collaborate, and Make Medicines Accessible - Oct 4
Switzerland remains attractive for talent - Oct 3
Switzerland tops the table for innovative capacity - Oct 1

Selected upcoming events & discounts for our members

Order your spot now

BIO Europe Spring in Milan
Use the Swiss Biotech Pavilion from March 17-19 at Europe's largest partnering
conference as your home base for your activities. The ofÞcial Swiss presence is organized
by Switzerland Global Enterprise in close collaboration with the Swiss Biotech
Association. As Swiss Biotech Association member you beneÞt from discounts, and the
Early Bird deadline expires on November 29. 

Nov 21
BioAlps Networking Day
Meet major players and learn how they
tackle sustainability issues linked to
health and nutrition in biotech, pharma
and foodtech. 

Nov 21
Investing in social partnerships 
Informal exchange linking the life science
community with local charitable
organizations to facilitate access to
education for socially disadvantaged.

Dec 9
Tech4Eva conference
Discuss how to solve issues in the
women's lifecycle with current and future
 technologies for women’s health – with a
focus on maternal health.

Feb 4
Zurich life science day
Join the largest life sciences career fair in
Switzerland with 1,000 participants from
top universities in Switzerland and more
than 100 company representatives.

Feb 12-13
LS2 Annual Meeting
Scientists from all Þelds of life sciences
showcase the outstanding research
taking place in Switzerland, its diversity
and interdisciplinarity. 

Recommend our newsletter

The Swiss Biotech Association partners with several organizations to provide a perfect
mix of education and long-term professional development with discount for our members.

Nov 19
Precision liquid handling
Learn about the new EU joint clinical
assessments process and early access
programs with focus on the French
Reimbursed Early Access Programs.

Nov 20 and Dec 3
Café and croissant: FONGIT life sciences
Get an update of the Geneva startup
community, meet with entrepreneurs, and
expand your professional network over
coffee and croissants.

Nov 21 - May 23, 2025
CAS 'Quality by design'
Get equipped to design and manufacture
medicinal products from inception to
market, adhering to stringent regulatory
guidelines (FDA, EMA).

Dec 2-5
Drug-device products
Workshop on how to set up a PMS
system, to know its challenges and
opportunities, and to evaluate the safety
and performance of a medical device.

Dec 3
Managed access programs
Discussions and practical strategies on
navigating the complexities of orphan
drug access programs with industry
experts.

Dec 20 - Mar 1, 2025
International health management
foundations
Know the building blocks of health
systems in an ever-changing globalized
world, and issues confronting managers.

Jan 6 - Mar 21, 2025
Economic evaluation in health care
Learn how to appraise health
interventions prospectively and
retrospectively using the tools and
instruments of economic evaluation.

Jan 28 - Jun  26, 2025
CAS Management in life sciences
Explore the entire development process
of therapeutic interventions, from initial
planning to commercialization, and learn
about leadership and management.

See all available Academy courses

The latest Swiss biotech jobs

Laboratory technician @ Institut de formulation des vaccins
Laboratory Technician @ InSphero
Life science consultant @ Solvias
Senior project manager @ CRB Group
Senior Validation Engineer @ Thermo Fisher ScientiÞc Biologics
Several positions @ Monte Rosa Therapeutics

Post your open jobs on our well-visited website
For members & non-members

Keep up to date in biotech
The Swiss Biotech Association's community platform enables direct exchange between
members and working groups.
 
Moreover, we encourage you to stay informed by subscribing to the latest updates and
news from these invaluable biotech resources:

Biotech news

Newsletter «POINT - Aktuelle Biotechnologie» (German) by scienceindustries
Bio SmartBriefs
Industrial Biotech SmartBriefs
EuropaBio newsletters
European Biotechnology

Regulatory issues

Swissmedic updates
European Medicines Agency updates

Intellectual property

World Intellectual Property organization

Swiss regional organizations promoting competitive advantages

Agire
Basel Area Business & Innovation
Basel Chamber of Commerce
BioAlps
Canton of Vaud Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Farma Industria Ticino
Greater Geneva Bern Area
Greater Zurich Area
Life Sciences Cluster Basel
St. Gallen Bodensee Area
Switzerland Global Enterprise

You are receiving this email because you were in contact with us or have subscribed to our newsletter.
You can unsubscribe any time, but be aware that you will not receive any more info from us.

Swiss Biotech Association, Löwenstrasse 11, 8001 Zürich, ZH, +41 44 455 56 78
Manage preferences

The central resource for  
the Swiss biotech industry

Annual  
Report
2023

Swiss  
Biotech 
Directory
2024
1 Nation 1 Biotech Cluster

N
om

in
al

 c
ha

rg
e 

ex
cl

. p
os

ta
ge

 C
H

F 
45

.–

Reliable partners  
beyond borders

17

With our monthly newsletter you stay ahead in the dynamic biotech 
landscape with the latest industry insights and opportunities

Our print publications are distributed  
at events and by direct mailings
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SWISS BIOTECH  
SUCCESS STORIES

Swiss Biotech Success Stories demonstrate the power  
and potential of the industry
The Swiss Biotech Success Stories Awards recognize valuable accomplishments 
and honor those who have made important and sustainable contributions to the 
biotech industry in Switzerland. The awards are presented each year at the Swiss 
Biotech Day and reflect the diversity and achievements of this innovative sector.

Switzerland is one of the world’s leading 
biotech hubs and attracts many foreign 
companies, specialists and investors. It 
provides over 50,000 jobs and, together 
with the pharmaceutical and chemical 
industries, accounts for almost half of Swiss 
exports.

To make the industry’s impact more visible, 
the Swiss Biotech Success Stories initiative 
was launched in 2018. Selected success 
stories are showcased to illustrate how 
Swiss biotech companies help patients, 
improve health care worldwide, and make  
a valuable and significant contribution to  
the Swiss and global economy.

Laureates are individuals or groups who 
have earned extraordinary merits. Success 
is broadly defined as scientific, translational, 

medical or commercial, together with other 
aspects that have a positive impact on the 
biotech and life science industry and society 
in Switzerland.

“It is essential to share with the public the 
importance and success factors of biotech 
companies and ensure that decision-makers  
understand what it takes for the industry  
to develop and remain competitive,” says 
Michael Altorfer, CEO of the Swiss Biotech 
Association. “Young talent should be inspired 
and motivated to take a closer look at the 
great variety of career profiles in biotech.”

12 success categories

	X Completed achievement with lasting impact
	X Scientific breakthrough
	X New technology
	X Strong impact on society
	X Product approval and sustainable revenues
	X Important IP, innovative deal-making, 
acquisition

	X Involvement of one or more Swiss citizens
	X Swiss-based company / institution
	X Creation of jobs in Switzerland
	X Other aspect with a direct link to Switzerland
	X Enabler for the biotech industry
	X Swissness: Think global, made in Switzerland
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An independent jury of experts annually selects  
the Swiss Biotech Success Stories winners

Jürg Zürcher

President of the jury 
Independent biotechnology  
leader and expert

Thomas Staffelbach

Secretary of the jury 
TS Kommunikation

Gabriela Güntherodt

EY Partner & Biotech  
Sector Leader Switzerland/
Europe West

Chandra P. Leo

Investment Advisor  
Private Equity HBM Partners

Stefanie Flückiger-
Mangual

CEO and Co-Founder 
Tolremo

Gabrielle Gache

Head of Business  
Development (EMEA) 
Santen Pharmaceutical

Daniela Marino

Chief Executive Officer and 
Co-Founder Cutiss

Igor Fisch

President Fongit 
CEO & Co-Founder New 
Biologix

The Swiss Biotech Success Stories Awards are also supported by:

                                          |     Basel-Stadt     |     TS Kommunikation

A big thank you to our sponsor:



20

SWISS BIOTECH  
SUCCESS STORIES

	X Headquartered in Allschwil, Actelion is part of the Johnson & 
Johnson Family of Companies. Its ground-breaking research and 
medicines have been a key contributor to improve the lives of 
people affected by pulmonary hypertension, and made Actelion  
an industry leader in this area.

	X Werner Arber, Swiss microbiologist and geneticist, won the 
1978 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine for his discovery of 
restriction endonucleases. His groundbreaking research in the 
field of molecular genetics was instrumental in the development 
of biotechnology.

	X Bachem situated in Allschwil is a leading company special-
izing in development and manufacture of peptides and oligo-
nucleotides. With over 50 years of experience and expertise, 
Bachem provides products and services for research, clinical 
development and commercial application to pharmaceutical 
and biotechnology globally

	X Basilea Pharmaceutica in Allschwil is a biopharmaceutical R&D 
company, focused on the development of products that address 
the medical challenges in the therapeutic area of anti-infectives. 
They are committed to developing and commercializing inno-
vative pharmaceutical products to meet the medical needs of 
patients with serious and life-threatening conditions. 

	X Biogen in Baar is a leading biotechnology company that pioneers 
innovative science and delivers new medicines to transform 
patient’s lives. A broad portfolio of medicines to treat multiple scle-
rosis, the first approved treatment for spinal muscular atrophy and 
the state-of-the-art biologics manufacturing facility in Luterbach 
are proof of Biogen’s pioneering approach.

	X Family-owned Debiopharm from Lausanne, identifies high-potential 
compounds in oncology and for the treatment of bacterial infec-
tions. They are tested in clinical development and licensed to 
business partners globally. Millions of patients benefit from  
their therapies every year.

Werner 
Arber
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	X ESBATech, now a Novartis company, is recognized for its  
pioneering role in developing single-chain antibody fragments  
for ophthalmic indications. The most advanced product from  
the ESBATech platform received market approval by the FDA  
in October 2019 and shortly thereafter in all major markets.

	X The foundation promotes scientific research on neuromuscular 
diseases (myopathies) affecting children and adults. It awards 
grants to young researchers and has provided seed funding for 
two startups. It has established a scientific forum to encourage 
exchange of ideas, and also supports centers which care for 
patients.

	X Genedata, global market leader for software solutions that digi-
talize data-rich and complex bio-pharmaceutical R&D processes, 
enables an R&D revolution driven by precision medicines and  
artificial intelligence approaches. It helps the industry to deliver inno- 
vative biotherapeutics, vaccines and cell & gene therapies faster.

	X The Schlieren-based company is an integral part of Roche Pharma- 
ceutical Research and Early Development since 2005, and a 
pioneer in antibody engineering in cancer immunotherapy. Its 
antibody glycosylation technology increases immune-mediated 
cancer cell killing and builds the basis for improved cancer 
medicines.

	X Helsinn, an important employer in Ticino, has a broad portfolio  
of marketed cancer care products and a deep development 
pipeline. It has built significant R&D and manufacturing capaci-
ties, also advances patient care and supports healthcare  
innovation with its investment fund.

	X Humabs BioMed, subsidiary of Vir Biotechnology, uses its immu-
nologic expertise and cutting-edge technology to combat infec-
tious diseases and other serious conditions. They are a pioneer 
in the discovery, engineering, and development of human mono-
clonal antibodies, e.g. crucial for fighting Ebola and COVID-19, 
and have helped transform the infectious disease landscape.
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SWISS BIOTECH  
SUCCESS STORIES

	X Etienne Jornod, Swiss entrepreneur, was Executive Chairman  
of the Vifor-Galenica Group delivering 25 consecutive double-
digit net profit growth, supporting millions of patients and  
creating thousands of jobs. In 2020, he acquired OM Pharma 
with friends, aiming to create a unique biopharmaceutical  
company based on bacteria lysates expertise.

	X Lonza is one of the world’s largest healthcare manufacturing 
organizations, serving pharmaceutical, biotech and nutritional 
markets. Lonza’s work enables its customers to develop and 
commercialize their therapeutic discoveries, allowing their patients 
to benefit from life-saving and life-enhancing treatments.

	X Founded by the renowned immunologist, Professor Bernard 
Mach MD PhD, privately-owned Novimmune is a leading light in 
the discovery and development of fully-human, antibody-based 
drugs used to fight autoimmune and inflammatory diseases  
and cancer.

	X Fully integrated into GlaxoSmithKline since 2013, Okairos from 
Basel developed innovative T-cell based vaccines for major 
infectious diseases such as malaria, hepatitis C, HIV, and Ebola. 
Its novel replication-incompetent adenovirus vectors could 
enable the development of important new vaccines and offer 
immunizations against illnesses that lack vaccines.

	X The advanced technologies in protein expression by Selexis, 
based in Plan-les-Ouates, provide biotech and pharmaceuti-
cal companies a rapid, stable, and cost-effective solution for 
the production of recombinant proteins. In 2017, Selexis was 
acquired by JSR and integrated into KBI Biopharma in 2023.

	X SOPHiA GENETICS generates clinically actionable insights and 
improved patient outcomes from a global data-sharing network. 
They democratize data-driven medicine globally through a 
cloud-based, decentralized SaaS platform, empowering shared 
insights among clinicians and researchers, and aiming for equal 
access to knowledge and improved clinical outcomes.

Etienne 
Jornod
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	X Dr. Hans-Peter Strebel founded Fumapharm AG with three other 
scientists in 1983. Its successful research led to the development 
of Tecfidera, a disease modifying therapy for relapsing multiple 
sclerosis (MS). More than 600,000 patients worldwide have 
already benefited from the therapy.

	X The trio of foundations has been supporting biotech startups 
with great success thereby making a significant contribution to 
the growth of the Swiss biotech industry. They share the nomi-
nation for the Swiss Biotech Success Stories Award.

	X This transformational joint venture provides Vifor Pharma direct 
access to dialysis patients, facilitating the product distribution 
and recruitment for clinical development. It transformed the com-
pany from Glattbrugg rapidly into a global nephrology corpora-
tion. Such vertical integration is a role model for the convergence 
of different life science sectors.

Hans-Peter 
Strebel

Use this QR code to find more information 
about the Swiss Biotech Success Stories
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DDW’s Diana Spencer takes a closer look into why Switzerland is such a life sciences powerhouse and
how Swiss researchers are advancing new technology and tackling modern health challenges.

OECD data places Switzerland second in the world for biotechnology R&D intensity1, and in 2021, the

country had the seventh largest share of the global biotech market2. A study conducted by IQVIA and
published in the 2023 Swiss Biotech Report recently showed that 20% of European biotech companies are

now headquartered in Switzerland3.

So what makes it so successful? This article will examine the regional focus of the country’s life sciences
industry, its infrastructure of bioparks, and how this foundation ensures Switzerland maintains its role as
a global leader in drug discovery.

Part 2 looks at Switzerland’s focus on new technology and leadership position in tackling world health
challenges.

Strong regional hubs

Many European countries that are considered leaders in drug discovery have a centralised hub around
which this infrastructure is built. Switzerland, however, boasts three (or arguably, four) separate yet
complimentary centres of life science innovation. Basel is probably Switzerland’s most developed hub,
though there is signi\cant investment in other cities like Lausanne, Zurich and Geneva. Despite being a
relatively small country, Switzerland has turned its size into a bene\t, as each of these regional hubs are
able to operate independently and yet cooperatively. Michael Altorfer, CEO, Swiss Biotech Association,
explains: “The small geographical area of Switzerland is possibly also an advantage whereby all members
of the ecosystem are just a short distance from each other, in manageable life science community hubs.
The Swiss Biotech Association helps to connect these hubs in one organised community fostering
sharing and best practice.”

This system is ideal for nurturing new ideas and new companies, according to Anne Marie de Jonge
Schuermans, Global Head of Biologics & Injectables Operations for Basel-based generics company
Sandoz, and Board Member of the Swiss Biotech Association. She expands: “Bioparks are a great strategy
that is used throughout Switzerland, offering start-ups infrastructure and dexibility, a space to be nurtured
but also for the exchange of ideas and skills. So, in this way there is a cross fertilisation from the bigger
companies to newer ones. Start-ups will also take drug candidates from the pharma companies that are
not getting attention for one reason or another and develop those into viable commercial products.”

Superlab Suisse, a provider of laboratory and research spaces, is a great example of this mix of regionality
and reproducibility. In July 2024, the company opened its second facility in Basel, following the success of
a Lausanne location supported by Biopôle Lausanne and InnoVaud, with plans to open a third in Zurich
next year.

Basel: The pharma incubator

Basel’s prestige in life sciences is largely due to the presence of Basel-based pharma giants Roche and
Novartis, large CDMOs (such as Lonza and Bachem) and leading research centres (such as the Swiss
TPH, the Institute of Ophthalmology and the Biozentrum, which in turn, attracts other companies to the
country, such as the recently announced Botnar Institute of Immune Engineering.

Dr Alessandro Mazzetti, Team Lead, Innovation Collaborations, and Professor Christian Elias Schneider,
Head of Innovation Ohce, University of Basel, tell DDW what makes Basel so special: “Basel is one of the
world-recognised hubs for life sciences, biotech and health tech together with US locations like the Bay
Area or Boston and the Golden Triangle in the UK. This enabled the Basel start-up ecosystem to grow
considerably and consistently, with a strong acceleration in the last \ve to 10 years. An internal study
performed recently, highlighted how Basel is outstanding in scienti\c collaboration with industry,
measured via joint publications and at the same time how the local industry excels globally in the number
of patents \led.”

Many of the more recent companies to launch in Switzerland have grown out of, developed assets from,
or received \nancial support from the established pharmaceutical corporations in the country. For
example, biotechs Actelion and Light Chain Bioscience/Novimmune were both started by Roche
scientists. Actelion was founded in 1997 by husband-and-wife team Jean-Paul and Martine Clozel after
obtaining the rights to a cardiovascular programme from Roche. They developed the molecule, which
went on to become Tracleer, a blockbuster drug for pulmonary arterial hypertension (PAH), and Actelion
was subsequently acquired by Johnson & Johnson for $30 million.

In another example, university of Basel spin-off T3 Pharma reached Phase I development of a cancer
therapy that harnesses the natural behaviours of live bacteria before being acquired by Boehringer
Ingelheim for $509m at the end of 2023. Mazzetti and Schneider continue: “The transfer of technologies
from the lab to the market, especially in the \eld of life sciences is no longer purely via IP out licensing,
but rather via start-up M&A deals – start-ups being the de-risking vehicle for large corporates, especially in
the life sciences and biotherapeutics sector. T3 has been incubated in the University of Basel and was
able to thrive thanks to the rich ecosystem of accelerator programmes, health foundations, private and
corporate investors, and the incredible local and international talent pool found here.”

Zurich: The financial centre

Life science park Bio-Technopark Schlieren-Zürich bene\ts from close proximity to the Swiss Federal
Institute of Technology (ETH), the University and Zurich University Hospital. It houses 50 companies and
30 academic institutions, representing a mix of start-ups and global companies as well as university
clinics, institutes, and research groups. As part of the Technopark Alliance, the Bio-Technopark supports
start-up entrepreneurs, provides them with made-to-measure infrastructure, and promotes the exchange
of ideas between the life science organisations based there.

Several start-ups at Bio-Technopark have been acquired by larger companies. For example, Glycart
Biotechnology was initially established in September 2000 as a spin-off of the Swiss Federal Institute of
Technology (ETH) in Zurich. In 2005, Glycart was acquired by the Roche Group and integrated in Roche
Pharma Research and Early Development (pRED). Then, in 2013, Roche gained FDA approval with
breakthrough therapy designation for its chronic lymphocytic leukaemia agent obinutuzumab
(Gazyva/Gazyvaro) which was discovered at Roche Glycart, and as a result, the new drug generated CHF
730 ($821) million revenue in 2022. Roche Glycart then became the company’s centre of excellence for
cancer immunotherapy (Roche Innovation Center Zurich).

In total, the biopark has had 13 successful acquisitions in the last 20 years, including Heptares’
acquisition of G7 Therapeutics, Cell Medica’s acquisition of Delenex Therapeutics, GSK’s completion of
the purchase of GlycoVaxyn, and P\zer’s acquisition of Redvax.

Mario Jenny, CEO of Schlieren Bio-Technopark, explains why he thinks this region is so productive: “The
foundation is the life science research at Swiss universities and the Swiss Federal Institutes of
Technologies (ETH), as the best professors attract the most talented students who then found successful
spin-offs or start working for startups/SMEs. This also means there is no shortage of skilled workers
thanks to the universities and the well-established apprenticeship system, for example, in the \eld of
biology laboratory technicians. The country is also highly attractive for life sciences professionals, due to
the high quality of living, political/economic stability, and good income potential.”

One company thriving in the Bio-Technopark, Molecular Partners, announced the debut of its lead Radio-
DARPin therapy candidate MP0712 in collaboration with radiopharmaceutical company Orano Med, in
June 2024. “Three years ago, we started our venture into the radiotherapy space. We have made
tremendous progress with our Radio-DARPins and are proud to present MP0712, our \rst RDT
development candidate targeting DLL3 delivering and 212Pb to kill the tumour,” says Patrick Amstutz,
Molecular Partners’ Chief Executive Ohcer.

Geneva/Lausanne: West is best

Although it is a newer biohub than established places like Basel, the west of Switzerland boasts the EPFL
(Swiss Federal institute of Technology, Lausanne), UNIL (Lausanne University) and the IMD (Business
School in Lausanne). Biopôle Lausanne has been created to provide a focus for life sciences activity in
the region. The centre currently has 58 pharma/biotech assets that are in pre-clinical development,
alongside 29 that are being tested in clinical trials.

Nasri Nahas, CEO, Biopôle Biopark, Epalinges-Lausanne, justi\es his opinion that west is best when it
comes to fostering drug discovery start-ups: “Firstly, the region bene\ts from a network of top-notch
research centres alongside a high density of life sciences companies, creating a rich environment which is
primed for disruptive technologies. Secondly, there is a range of support systems in place that can help
start-ups get off the ground, from seed funding, to affordable infrastructure, as well as access to an
established, expert network. Thirdly, organisations like Biopôle encourage a strong sense of community
and collective intelligence, which is greatly bene\cial to start-ups.”

Nahas also points to the region’s rich medtech, health IT, assistive technologies and diagnostics
industries, adding: “This holistic view of the life sciences, from wellness to illness, is what sets western
Switzerland apart, when compared to other regions in Switzerland and globally.”

The state of Vaud (which incorporates Lausanne and surrounding area) has heavily invested in research
infrastructure to position itself as the leading location for innovative cancer treatment. As part of this
strategy, the Institut Suisse de Recherche sur le Cancer (ISREC), the Ludwig Institute for Cancer Research
(LICR), EPFL, CHUV-UNIL, and the HUG-UNIGE in Geneva have been united under the Swiss Cancer Center
Léman. With the creation of the Agora Cancer Research Center on the CHUV campus and the Center for
Experimental Therapeutics (CTE) on the Biopôle campus, western Switzerland is aiming to lead the way in
the development of innovative oncology treatments.

In early 2024, Biopôle-based Onward Therapeutics launched its Phase I clinical trial of OT-A201, a \rst-in-
class bispeci\c antibody targeting two immune checkpoints, as monotherapy or in combination in de\ned
haematological malignancies and solid tumours.

In terms of fundraising, a number of start-ups based in the western region have obtained signi\cant
investment or been acquired by large pharmaceutical companies in recent years. Lausanne company
HAYA Therapeutics, which focuses on precision medicines targeting the dark genome, raised CHF 25m
($27m) in 2021 and featured in Clarivate’s 2023 report ‘RNA Technology Companies to Watch’. In spring
2024, AC Immune signed an exclusive license agreement with Takeda for its immunotherapies targeting
toxic forms of amyloid beta, including ACI-24.060 for the treatment of Alzheimer’s disease.

Read part 2.Read part 2.Read part 2.Read part 2.

References

1. https://www.oecd.org/innovation/inno/keybiotechnologyindicators.htm

2. https://www.precedenceresearch.com/biotechnology-
market#:~:text=The%20global%20biotechnology%20market%20was,11.8%25%20from%202024%20to
%202033.

3. https://www.iqvia.com/-/media/iqvia/pdfs/library/white-papers/iqvia-article-for-sba-report—may-
2023.pdf

    

Related Articles

Join FREE today and become a member
of Drug Discovery World

Membership includes:

Full access to the website including free and gated premium content in news, articles, business,
regulatory, cancer research, intelligence and more.

Unlimited App access: current and archived digital issues of DDW magazine with search
functionality, special in App only content and links to the latest industry news and information.

Weekly e-newsletter, a round-up of the most interesting and pertinent industry news and
developments.

Whitepapers, eBooks and information from trusted third parties.

Join For Free

Editor's Choice

Digoxin preventsDigoxin preventsDigoxin preventsDigoxin prevents
breast cancerbreast cancerbreast cancerbreast cancer
metastases in a newmetastases in a newmetastases in a newmetastases in a new
studystudystudystudy
12 February 2025

Genetic study shinesGenetic study shinesGenetic study shinesGenetic study shines
light on causes oflight on causes oflight on causes oflight on causes of
multimorbiditymultimorbiditymultimorbiditymultimorbidity
7 February 2025

Study reveals role ofStudy reveals role ofStudy reveals role ofStudy reveals role of
the secretome inthe secretome inthe secretome inthe secretome in
cancer drug resistancecancer drug resistancecancer drug resistancecancer drug resistance
5 February 2025

Copyright 2025 © Drug Discovery World (DDW)Drug Discovery World (DDW)Drug Discovery World (DDW)Drug Discovery World (DDW). All Rights Reserved

Designed & Developed with ❤ for digital by Inbound FinTech

CDD.VAULT®
SCCDDknowswhatIwantfrominformaticsand99

articulatesitbetterthanIcan.

Seewhycustomersloveoursoftware

ELN ACTIVITY&REGISTRATIONVISUALIZATION (INVENTORY

Contact UsContact UsContact UsContact Us

About UsAbout UsAbout UsAbout Us

Subscribe FREESubscribe FREESubscribe FREESubscribe FREE

Media InfoMedia InfoMedia InfoMedia Info

Log InLog InLog InLog In

Terms and ConditionsTerms and ConditionsTerms and ConditionsTerms and Conditions

Privacy PolicyPrivacy PolicyPrivacy PolicyPrivacy Policy

Cookie PolicyCookie PolicyCookie PolicyCookie Policy

Follow our social accounts

      

HomeHomeHomeHome NewsNewsNewsNews ExclusiveExclusiveExclusiveExclusive
ContentContentContentContent

DDWDDWDDWDDW
eBookseBookseBookseBooks

CancerCancerCancerCancer
ResearchResearchResearchResearch BusinessBusinessBusinessBusiness RegulatoryRegulatoryRegulatoryRegulatory EventsEventsEventsEvents WebinarsWebinarsWebinarsWebinars ResourcesResourcesResourcesResources MagazineMagazineMagazineMagazine MultimediaMultimediaMultimediaMultimedia

About Us Subscribe Free Media Info Contact Us

LOG IN Search… 

Drug discovery hotspots:Drug discovery hotspots:Drug discovery hotspots:Drug discovery hotspots:
What is the secret toWhat is the secret toWhat is the secret toWhat is the secret to
Switzerland’s success? (p2)Switzerland’s success? (p2)Switzerland’s success? (p2)Switzerland’s success? (p2)

3 July 2024

Whitepaper: PrecisionWhitepaper: PrecisionWhitepaper: PrecisionWhitepaper: Precision
medicine and the role ofmedicine and the role ofmedicine and the role ofmedicine and the role of
ecosystemsecosystemsecosystemsecosystems

4 July 2024 , Brought to you by Bruntwood
SciTech

Posted in Exclusive Content, Market Reports | Tagged Biotech hubs, Drug discovery hotspots, Life sciences, Switzerland

Home | Drug discovery hotspots: What…

Drug discovery hotspots: What is the secretDrug discovery hotspots: What is the secretDrug discovery hotspots: What is the secretDrug discovery hotspots: What is the secret
to Switzerland’s success? (p1)to Switzerland’s success? (p1)to Switzerland’s success? (p1)to Switzerland’s success? (p1)

2 July 2024

Posted in Exclusive Content, Market Reports | Tagged Biotech hubs, Drug discovery hotspots, Life
sciences, Switzerland

DDW’s Diana Spencer takes a closer look into why Switzerland is such a life sciences powerhouse and
how Swiss researchers are advancing new technology and tackling modern health challenges.

OECD data places Switzerland second in the world for biotechnology R&D intensity1, and in 2021, the

country had the seventh largest share of the global biotech market2. A study conducted by IQVIA and
published in the 2023 Swiss Biotech Report recently showed that 20% of European biotech companies are

now headquartered in Switzerland3.

So what makes it so successful? This article will examine the regional focus of the country’s life sciences
industry, its infrastructure of bioparks, and how this foundation ensures Switzerland maintains its role as
a global leader in drug discovery.

Part 2 looks at Switzerland’s focus on new technology and leadership position in tackling world health
challenges.

Strong regional hubs

Many European countries that are considered leaders in drug discovery have a centralised hub around
which this infrastructure is built. Switzerland, however, boasts three (or arguably, four) separate yet
complimentary centres of life science innovation. Basel is probably Switzerland’s most developed hub,
though there is signi\cant investment in other cities like Lausanne, Zurich and Geneva. Despite being a
relatively small country, Switzerland has turned its size into a bene\t, as each of these regional hubs are
able to operate independently and yet cooperatively. Michael Altorfer, CEO, Swiss Biotech Association,
explains: “The small geographical area of Switzerland is possibly also an advantage whereby all members
of the ecosystem are just a short distance from each other, in manageable life science community hubs.
The Swiss Biotech Association helps to connect these hubs in one organised community fostering
sharing and best practice.”

This system is ideal for nurturing new ideas and new companies, according to Anne Marie de Jonge
Schuermans, Global Head of Biologics & Injectables Operations for Basel-based generics company
Sandoz, and Board Member of the Swiss Biotech Association. She expands: “Bioparks are a great strategy
that is used throughout Switzerland, offering start-ups infrastructure and dexibility, a space to be nurtured
but also for the exchange of ideas and skills. So, in this way there is a cross fertilisation from the bigger
companies to newer ones. Start-ups will also take drug candidates from the pharma companies that are
not getting attention for one reason or another and develop those into viable commercial products.”

Superlab Suisse, a provider of laboratory and research spaces, is a great example of this mix of regionality
and reproducibility. In July 2024, the company opened its second facility in Basel, following the success of
a Lausanne location supported by Biopôle Lausanne and InnoVaud, with plans to open a third in Zurich
next year.

Basel: The pharma incubator

Basel’s prestige in life sciences is largely due to the presence of Basel-based pharma giants Roche and
Novartis, large CDMOs (such as Lonza and Bachem) and leading research centres (such as the Swiss
TPH, the Institute of Ophthalmology and the Biozentrum, which in turn, attracts other companies to the
country, such as the recently announced Botnar Institute of Immune Engineering.

Dr Alessandro Mazzetti, Team Lead, Innovation Collaborations, and Professor Christian Elias Schneider,
Head of Innovation Ohce, University of Basel, tell DDW what makes Basel so special: “Basel is one of the
world-recognised hubs for life sciences, biotech and health tech together with US locations like the Bay
Area or Boston and the Golden Triangle in the UK. This enabled the Basel start-up ecosystem to grow
considerably and consistently, with a strong acceleration in the last \ve to 10 years. An internal study
performed recently, highlighted how Basel is outstanding in scienti\c collaboration with industry,
measured via joint publications and at the same time how the local industry excels globally in the number
of patents \led.”

Many of the more recent companies to launch in Switzerland have grown out of, developed assets from,
or received \nancial support from the established pharmaceutical corporations in the country. For
example, biotechs Actelion and Light Chain Bioscience/Novimmune were both started by Roche
scientists. Actelion was founded in 1997 by husband-and-wife team Jean-Paul and Martine Clozel after
obtaining the rights to a cardiovascular programme from Roche. They developed the molecule, which
went on to become Tracleer, a blockbuster drug for pulmonary arterial hypertension (PAH), and Actelion
was subsequently acquired by Johnson & Johnson for $30 million.

In another example, university of Basel spin-off T3 Pharma reached Phase I development of a cancer
therapy that harnesses the natural behaviours of live bacteria before being acquired by Boehringer
Ingelheim for $509m at the end of 2023. Mazzetti and Schneider continue: “The transfer of technologies
from the lab to the market, especially in the \eld of life sciences is no longer purely via IP out licensing,
but rather via start-up M&A deals – start-ups being the de-risking vehicle for large corporates, especially in
the life sciences and biotherapeutics sector. T3 has been incubated in the University of Basel and was
able to thrive thanks to the rich ecosystem of accelerator programmes, health foundations, private and
corporate investors, and the incredible local and international talent pool found here.”

Zurich: The financial centre

Life science park Bio-Technopark Schlieren-Zürich bene\ts from close proximity to the Swiss Federal
Institute of Technology (ETH), the University and Zurich University Hospital. It houses 50 companies and
30 academic institutions, representing a mix of start-ups and global companies as well as university
clinics, institutes, and research groups. As part of the Technopark Alliance, the Bio-Technopark supports
start-up entrepreneurs, provides them with made-to-measure infrastructure, and promotes the exchange
of ideas between the life science organisations based there.

Several start-ups at Bio-Technopark have been acquired by larger companies. For example, Glycart
Biotechnology was initially established in September 2000 as a spin-off of the Swiss Federal Institute of
Technology (ETH) in Zurich. In 2005, Glycart was acquired by the Roche Group and integrated in Roche
Pharma Research and Early Development (pRED). Then, in 2013, Roche gained FDA approval with
breakthrough therapy designation for its chronic lymphocytic leukaemia agent obinutuzumab
(Gazyva/Gazyvaro) which was discovered at Roche Glycart, and as a result, the new drug generated CHF
730 ($821) million revenue in 2022. Roche Glycart then became the company’s centre of excellence for
cancer immunotherapy (Roche Innovation Center Zurich).

In total, the biopark has had 13 successful acquisitions in the last 20 years, including Heptares’
acquisition of G7 Therapeutics, Cell Medica’s acquisition of Delenex Therapeutics, GSK’s completion of
the purchase of GlycoVaxyn, and P\zer’s acquisition of Redvax.

Mario Jenny, CEO of Schlieren Bio-Technopark, explains why he thinks this region is so productive: “The
foundation is the life science research at Swiss universities and the Swiss Federal Institutes of
Technologies (ETH), as the best professors attract the most talented students who then found successful
spin-offs or start working for startups/SMEs. This also means there is no shortage of skilled workers
thanks to the universities and the well-established apprenticeship system, for example, in the \eld of
biology laboratory technicians. The country is also highly attractive for life sciences professionals, due to
the high quality of living, political/economic stability, and good income potential.”

One company thriving in the Bio-Technopark, Molecular Partners, announced the debut of its lead Radio-
DARPin therapy candidate MP0712 in collaboration with radiopharmaceutical company Orano Med, in
June 2024. “Three years ago, we started our venture into the radiotherapy space. We have made
tremendous progress with our Radio-DARPins and are proud to present MP0712, our \rst RDT
development candidate targeting DLL3 delivering and 212Pb to kill the tumour,” says Patrick Amstutz,
Molecular Partners’ Chief Executive Ohcer.

Geneva/Lausanne: West is best

Although it is a newer biohub than established places like Basel, the west of Switzerland boasts the EPFL
(Swiss Federal institute of Technology, Lausanne), UNIL (Lausanne University) and the IMD (Business
School in Lausanne). Biopôle Lausanne has been created to provide a focus for life sciences activity in
the region. The centre currently has 58 pharma/biotech assets that are in pre-clinical development,
alongside 29 that are being tested in clinical trials.

Nasri Nahas, CEO, Biopôle Biopark, Epalinges-Lausanne, justi\es his opinion that west is best when it
comes to fostering drug discovery start-ups: “Firstly, the region bene\ts from a network of top-notch
research centres alongside a high density of life sciences companies, creating a rich environment which is
primed for disruptive technologies. Secondly, there is a range of support systems in place that can help
start-ups get off the ground, from seed funding, to affordable infrastructure, as well as access to an
established, expert network. Thirdly, organisations like Biopôle encourage a strong sense of community
and collective intelligence, which is greatly bene\cial to start-ups.”

Nahas also points to the region’s rich medtech, health IT, assistive technologies and diagnostics
industries, adding: “This holistic view of the life sciences, from wellness to illness, is what sets western
Switzerland apart, when compared to other regions in Switzerland and globally.”

The state of Vaud (which incorporates Lausanne and surrounding area) has heavily invested in research
infrastructure to position itself as the leading location for innovative cancer treatment. As part of this
strategy, the Institut Suisse de Recherche sur le Cancer (ISREC), the Ludwig Institute for Cancer Research
(LICR), EPFL, CHUV-UNIL, and the HUG-UNIGE in Geneva have been united under the Swiss Cancer Center
Léman. With the creation of the Agora Cancer Research Center on the CHUV campus and the Center for
Experimental Therapeutics (CTE) on the Biopôle campus, western Switzerland is aiming to lead the way in
the development of innovative oncology treatments.

In early 2024, Biopôle-based Onward Therapeutics launched its Phase I clinical trial of OT-A201, a \rst-in-
class bispeci\c antibody targeting two immune checkpoints, as monotherapy or in combination in de\ned
haematological malignancies and solid tumours.

In terms of fundraising, a number of start-ups based in the western region have obtained signi\cant
investment or been acquired by large pharmaceutical companies in recent years. Lausanne company
HAYA Therapeutics, which focuses on precision medicines targeting the dark genome, raised CHF 25m
($27m) in 2021 and featured in Clarivate’s 2023 report ‘RNA Technology Companies to Watch’. In spring
2024, AC Immune signed an exclusive license agreement with Takeda for its immunotherapies targeting
toxic forms of amyloid beta, including ACI-24.060 for the treatment of Alzheimer’s disease.

Read part 2.Read part 2.Read part 2.Read part 2.
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DDW’s Diana Spencer takes a closer look into why Switzerland is such a life sciences powerhouse and
how Swiss researchers are advancing new technology and tackling modern health challenges.

OECD data places Switzerland second in the world for biotechnology R&D intensity1, and in 2021, the

country had the seventh largest share of the global biotech market2. A study conducted by IQVIA and
published in the 2023 Swiss Biotech Report recently showed that 20% of European biotech companies are

now headquartered in Switzerland3.

So what makes it so successful? This article will examine the regional focus of the country’s life sciences
industry, its infrastructure of bioparks, and how this foundation ensures Switzerland maintains its role as
a global leader in drug discovery.

Part 2 looks at Switzerland’s focus on new technology and leadership position in tackling world health
challenges.

Strong regional hubs

Many European countries that are considered leaders in drug discovery have a centralised hub around
which this infrastructure is built. Switzerland, however, boasts three (or arguably, four) separate yet
complimentary centres of life science innovation. Basel is probably Switzerland’s most developed hub,
though there is signi\cant investment in other cities like Lausanne, Zurich and Geneva. Despite being a
relatively small country, Switzerland has turned its size into a bene\t, as each of these regional hubs are
able to operate independently and yet cooperatively. Michael Altorfer, CEO, Swiss Biotech Association,
explains: “The small geographical area of Switzerland is possibly also an advantage whereby all members
of the ecosystem are just a short distance from each other, in manageable life science community hubs.
The Swiss Biotech Association helps to connect these hubs in one organised community fostering
sharing and best practice.”

This system is ideal for nurturing new ideas and new companies, according to Anne Marie de Jonge
Schuermans, Global Head of Biologics & Injectables Operations for Basel-based generics company
Sandoz, and Board Member of the Swiss Biotech Association. She expands: “Bioparks are a great strategy
that is used throughout Switzerland, offering start-ups infrastructure and dexibility, a space to be nurtured
but also for the exchange of ideas and skills. So, in this way there is a cross fertilisation from the bigger
companies to newer ones. Start-ups will also take drug candidates from the pharma companies that are
not getting attention for one reason or another and develop those into viable commercial products.”

Superlab Suisse, a provider of laboratory and research spaces, is a great example of this mix of regionality
and reproducibility. In July 2024, the company opened its second facility in Basel, following the success of
a Lausanne location supported by Biopôle Lausanne and InnoVaud, with plans to open a third in Zurich
next year.

Basel: The pharma incubator

Basel’s prestige in life sciences is largely due to the presence of Basel-based pharma giants Roche and
Novartis, large CDMOs (such as Lonza and Bachem) and leading research centres (such as the Swiss
TPH, the Institute of Ophthalmology and the Biozentrum, which in turn, attracts other companies to the
country, such as the recently announced Botnar Institute of Immune Engineering.

Dr Alessandro Mazzetti, Team Lead, Innovation Collaborations, and Professor Christian Elias Schneider,
Head of Innovation Ohce, University of Basel, tell DDW what makes Basel so special: “Basel is one of the
world-recognised hubs for life sciences, biotech and health tech together with US locations like the Bay
Area or Boston and the Golden Triangle in the UK. This enabled the Basel start-up ecosystem to grow
considerably and consistently, with a strong acceleration in the last \ve to 10 years. An internal study
performed recently, highlighted how Basel is outstanding in scienti\c collaboration with industry,
measured via joint publications and at the same time how the local industry excels globally in the number
of patents \led.”

Many of the more recent companies to launch in Switzerland have grown out of, developed assets from,
or received \nancial support from the established pharmaceutical corporations in the country. For
example, biotechs Actelion and Light Chain Bioscience/Novimmune were both started by Roche
scientists. Actelion was founded in 1997 by husband-and-wife team Jean-Paul and Martine Clozel after
obtaining the rights to a cardiovascular programme from Roche. They developed the molecule, which
went on to become Tracleer, a blockbuster drug for pulmonary arterial hypertension (PAH), and Actelion
was subsequently acquired by Johnson & Johnson for $30 million.

In another example, university of Basel spin-off T3 Pharma reached Phase I development of a cancer
therapy that harnesses the natural behaviours of live bacteria before being acquired by Boehringer
Ingelheim for $509m at the end of 2023. Mazzetti and Schneider continue: “The transfer of technologies
from the lab to the market, especially in the \eld of life sciences is no longer purely via IP out licensing,
but rather via start-up M&A deals – start-ups being the de-risking vehicle for large corporates, especially in
the life sciences and biotherapeutics sector. T3 has been incubated in the University of Basel and was
able to thrive thanks to the rich ecosystem of accelerator programmes, health foundations, private and
corporate investors, and the incredible local and international talent pool found here.”

Zurich: The financial centre

Life science park Bio-Technopark Schlieren-Zürich bene\ts from close proximity to the Swiss Federal
Institute of Technology (ETH), the University and Zurich University Hospital. It houses 50 companies and
30 academic institutions, representing a mix of start-ups and global companies as well as university
clinics, institutes, and research groups. As part of the Technopark Alliance, the Bio-Technopark supports
start-up entrepreneurs, provides them with made-to-measure infrastructure, and promotes the exchange
of ideas between the life science organisations based there.

Several start-ups at Bio-Technopark have been acquired by larger companies. For example, Glycart
Biotechnology was initially established in September 2000 as a spin-off of the Swiss Federal Institute of
Technology (ETH) in Zurich. In 2005, Glycart was acquired by the Roche Group and integrated in Roche
Pharma Research and Early Development (pRED). Then, in 2013, Roche gained FDA approval with
breakthrough therapy designation for its chronic lymphocytic leukaemia agent obinutuzumab
(Gazyva/Gazyvaro) which was discovered at Roche Glycart, and as a result, the new drug generated CHF
730 ($821) million revenue in 2022. Roche Glycart then became the company’s centre of excellence for
cancer immunotherapy (Roche Innovation Center Zurich).

In total, the biopark has had 13 successful acquisitions in the last 20 years, including Heptares’
acquisition of G7 Therapeutics, Cell Medica’s acquisition of Delenex Therapeutics, GSK’s completion of
the purchase of GlycoVaxyn, and P\zer’s acquisition of Redvax.

Mario Jenny, CEO of Schlieren Bio-Technopark, explains why he thinks this region is so productive: “The
foundation is the life science research at Swiss universities and the Swiss Federal Institutes of
Technologies (ETH), as the best professors attract the most talented students who then found successful
spin-offs or start working for startups/SMEs. This also means there is no shortage of skilled workers
thanks to the universities and the well-established apprenticeship system, for example, in the \eld of
biology laboratory technicians. The country is also highly attractive for life sciences professionals, due to
the high quality of living, political/economic stability, and good income potential.”

One company thriving in the Bio-Technopark, Molecular Partners, announced the debut of its lead Radio-
DARPin therapy candidate MP0712 in collaboration with radiopharmaceutical company Orano Med, in
June 2024. “Three years ago, we started our venture into the radiotherapy space. We have made
tremendous progress with our Radio-DARPins and are proud to present MP0712, our \rst RDT
development candidate targeting DLL3 delivering and 212Pb to kill the tumour,” says Patrick Amstutz,
Molecular Partners’ Chief Executive Ohcer.

Geneva/Lausanne: West is best

Although it is a newer biohub than established places like Basel, the west of Switzerland boasts the EPFL
(Swiss Federal institute of Technology, Lausanne), UNIL (Lausanne University) and the IMD (Business
School in Lausanne). Biopôle Lausanne has been created to provide a focus for life sciences activity in
the region. The centre currently has 58 pharma/biotech assets that are in pre-clinical development,
alongside 29 that are being tested in clinical trials.

Nasri Nahas, CEO, Biopôle Biopark, Epalinges-Lausanne, justi\es his opinion that west is best when it
comes to fostering drug discovery start-ups: “Firstly, the region bene\ts from a network of top-notch
research centres alongside a high density of life sciences companies, creating a rich environment which is
primed for disruptive technologies. Secondly, there is a range of support systems in place that can help
start-ups get off the ground, from seed funding, to affordable infrastructure, as well as access to an
established, expert network. Thirdly, organisations like Biopôle encourage a strong sense of community
and collective intelligence, which is greatly bene\cial to start-ups.”

Nahas also points to the region’s rich medtech, health IT, assistive technologies and diagnostics
industries, adding: “This holistic view of the life sciences, from wellness to illness, is what sets western
Switzerland apart, when compared to other regions in Switzerland and globally.”

The state of Vaud (which incorporates Lausanne and surrounding area) has heavily invested in research
infrastructure to position itself as the leading location for innovative cancer treatment. As part of this
strategy, the Institut Suisse de Recherche sur le Cancer (ISREC), the Ludwig Institute for Cancer Research
(LICR), EPFL, CHUV-UNIL, and the HUG-UNIGE in Geneva have been united under the Swiss Cancer Center
Léman. With the creation of the Agora Cancer Research Center on the CHUV campus and the Center for
Experimental Therapeutics (CTE) on the Biopôle campus, western Switzerland is aiming to lead the way in
the development of innovative oncology treatments.

In early 2024, Biopôle-based Onward Therapeutics launched its Phase I clinical trial of OT-A201, a \rst-in-
class bispeci\c antibody targeting two immune checkpoints, as monotherapy or in combination in de\ned
haematological malignancies and solid tumours.

In terms of fundraising, a number of start-ups based in the western region have obtained signi\cant
investment or been acquired by large pharmaceutical companies in recent years. Lausanne company
HAYA Therapeutics, which focuses on precision medicines targeting the dark genome, raised CHF 25m
($27m) in 2021 and featured in Clarivate’s 2023 report ‘RNA Technology Companies to Watch’. In spring
2024, AC Immune signed an exclusive license agreement with Takeda for its immunotherapies targeting
toxic forms of amyloid beta, including ACI-24.060 for the treatment of Alzheimer’s disease.

Read part 2.Read part 2.Read part 2.Read part 2.
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DDW’s Diana Spencer takes a closer look into why Switzerland is such a life sciences powerhouse and
how Swiss researchers are advancing new technology and tackling modern health challenges.

OECD data places Switzerland second in the world for biotechnology R&D intensity1, and in 2021, the

country had the seventh largest share of the global biotech market2. A study conducted by IQVIA and
published in the 2023 Swiss Biotech Report recently showed that 20% of European biotech companies are

now headquartered in Switzerland3.

So what makes it so successful? This article will examine the regional focus of the country’s life sciences
industry, its infrastructure of bioparks, and how this foundation ensures Switzerland maintains its role as
a global leader in drug discovery.

Part 2 looks at Switzerland’s focus on new technology and leadership position in tackling world health
challenges.

Strong regional hubs

Many European countries that are considered leaders in drug discovery have a centralised hub around
which this infrastructure is built. Switzerland, however, boasts three (or arguably, four) separate yet
complimentary centres of life science innovation. Basel is probably Switzerland’s most developed hub,
though there is signi\cant investment in other cities like Lausanne, Zurich and Geneva. Despite being a
relatively small country, Switzerland has turned its size into a bene\t, as each of these regional hubs are
able to operate independently and yet cooperatively. Michael Altorfer, CEO, Swiss Biotech Association,
explains: “The small geographical area of Switzerland is possibly also an advantage whereby all members
of the ecosystem are just a short distance from each other, in manageable life science community hubs.
The Swiss Biotech Association helps to connect these hubs in one organised community fostering
sharing and best practice.”

This system is ideal for nurturing new ideas and new companies, according to Anne Marie de Jonge
Schuermans, Global Head of Biologics & Injectables Operations for Basel-based generics company
Sandoz, and Board Member of the Swiss Biotech Association. She expands: “Bioparks are a great strategy
that is used throughout Switzerland, offering start-ups infrastructure and dexibility, a space to be nurtured
but also for the exchange of ideas and skills. So, in this way there is a cross fertilisation from the bigger
companies to newer ones. Start-ups will also take drug candidates from the pharma companies that are
not getting attention for one reason or another and develop those into viable commercial products.”

Superlab Suisse, a provider of laboratory and research spaces, is a great example of this mix of regionality
and reproducibility. In July 2024, the company opened its second facility in Basel, following the success of
a Lausanne location supported by Biopôle Lausanne and InnoVaud, with plans to open a third in Zurich
next year.

Basel: The pharma incubator

Basel’s prestige in life sciences is largely due to the presence of Basel-based pharma giants Roche and
Novartis, large CDMOs (such as Lonza and Bachem) and leading research centres (such as the Swiss
TPH, the Institute of Ophthalmology and the Biozentrum, which in turn, attracts other companies to the
country, such as the recently announced Botnar Institute of Immune Engineering.

Dr Alessandro Mazzetti, Team Lead, Innovation Collaborations, and Professor Christian Elias Schneider,
Head of Innovation Ohce, University of Basel, tell DDW what makes Basel so special: “Basel is one of the
world-recognised hubs for life sciences, biotech and health tech together with US locations like the Bay
Area or Boston and the Golden Triangle in the UK. This enabled the Basel start-up ecosystem to grow
considerably and consistently, with a strong acceleration in the last \ve to 10 years. An internal study
performed recently, highlighted how Basel is outstanding in scienti\c collaboration with industry,
measured via joint publications and at the same time how the local industry excels globally in the number
of patents \led.”

Many of the more recent companies to launch in Switzerland have grown out of, developed assets from,
or received \nancial support from the established pharmaceutical corporations in the country. For
example, biotechs Actelion and Light Chain Bioscience/Novimmune were both started by Roche
scientists. Actelion was founded in 1997 by husband-and-wife team Jean-Paul and Martine Clozel after
obtaining the rights to a cardiovascular programme from Roche. They developed the molecule, which
went on to become Tracleer, a blockbuster drug for pulmonary arterial hypertension (PAH), and Actelion
was subsequently acquired by Johnson & Johnson for $30 million.

In another example, university of Basel spin-off T3 Pharma reached Phase I development of a cancer
therapy that harnesses the natural behaviours of live bacteria before being acquired by Boehringer
Ingelheim for $509m at the end of 2023. Mazzetti and Schneider continue: “The transfer of technologies
from the lab to the market, especially in the \eld of life sciences is no longer purely via IP out licensing,
but rather via start-up M&A deals – start-ups being the de-risking vehicle for large corporates, especially in
the life sciences and biotherapeutics sector. T3 has been incubated in the University of Basel and was
able to thrive thanks to the rich ecosystem of accelerator programmes, health foundations, private and
corporate investors, and the incredible local and international talent pool found here.”

Zurich: The financial centre

Life science park Bio-Technopark Schlieren-Zürich bene\ts from close proximity to the Swiss Federal
Institute of Technology (ETH), the University and Zurich University Hospital. It houses 50 companies and
30 academic institutions, representing a mix of start-ups and global companies as well as university
clinics, institutes, and research groups. As part of the Technopark Alliance, the Bio-Technopark supports
start-up entrepreneurs, provides them with made-to-measure infrastructure, and promotes the exchange
of ideas between the life science organisations based there.

Several start-ups at Bio-Technopark have been acquired by larger companies. For example, Glycart
Biotechnology was initially established in September 2000 as a spin-off of the Swiss Federal Institute of
Technology (ETH) in Zurich. In 2005, Glycart was acquired by the Roche Group and integrated in Roche
Pharma Research and Early Development (pRED). Then, in 2013, Roche gained FDA approval with
breakthrough therapy designation for its chronic lymphocytic leukaemia agent obinutuzumab
(Gazyva/Gazyvaro) which was discovered at Roche Glycart, and as a result, the new drug generated CHF
730 ($821) million revenue in 2022. Roche Glycart then became the company’s centre of excellence for
cancer immunotherapy (Roche Innovation Center Zurich).

In total, the biopark has had 13 successful acquisitions in the last 20 years, including Heptares’
acquisition of G7 Therapeutics, Cell Medica’s acquisition of Delenex Therapeutics, GSK’s completion of
the purchase of GlycoVaxyn, and P\zer’s acquisition of Redvax.

Mario Jenny, CEO of Schlieren Bio-Technopark, explains why he thinks this region is so productive: “The
foundation is the life science research at Swiss universities and the Swiss Federal Institutes of
Technologies (ETH), as the best professors attract the most talented students who then found successful
spin-offs or start working for startups/SMEs. This also means there is no shortage of skilled workers
thanks to the universities and the well-established apprenticeship system, for example, in the \eld of
biology laboratory technicians. The country is also highly attractive for life sciences professionals, due to
the high quality of living, political/economic stability, and good income potential.”

One company thriving in the Bio-Technopark, Molecular Partners, announced the debut of its lead Radio-
DARPin therapy candidate MP0712 in collaboration with radiopharmaceutical company Orano Med, in
June 2024. “Three years ago, we started our venture into the radiotherapy space. We have made
tremendous progress with our Radio-DARPins and are proud to present MP0712, our \rst RDT
development candidate targeting DLL3 delivering and 212Pb to kill the tumour,” says Patrick Amstutz,
Molecular Partners’ Chief Executive Ohcer.

Geneva/Lausanne: West is best

Although it is a newer biohub than established places like Basel, the west of Switzerland boasts the EPFL
(Swiss Federal institute of Technology, Lausanne), UNIL (Lausanne University) and the IMD (Business
School in Lausanne). Biopôle Lausanne has been created to provide a focus for life sciences activity in
the region. The centre currently has 58 pharma/biotech assets that are in pre-clinical development,
alongside 29 that are being tested in clinical trials.

Nasri Nahas, CEO, Biopôle Biopark, Epalinges-Lausanne, justi\es his opinion that west is best when it
comes to fostering drug discovery start-ups: “Firstly, the region bene\ts from a network of top-notch
research centres alongside a high density of life sciences companies, creating a rich environment which is
primed for disruptive technologies. Secondly, there is a range of support systems in place that can help
start-ups get off the ground, from seed funding, to affordable infrastructure, as well as access to an
established, expert network. Thirdly, organisations like Biopôle encourage a strong sense of community
and collective intelligence, which is greatly bene\cial to start-ups.”

Nahas also points to the region’s rich medtech, health IT, assistive technologies and diagnostics
industries, adding: “This holistic view of the life sciences, from wellness to illness, is what sets western
Switzerland apart, when compared to other regions in Switzerland and globally.”

The state of Vaud (which incorporates Lausanne and surrounding area) has heavily invested in research
infrastructure to position itself as the leading location for innovative cancer treatment. As part of this
strategy, the Institut Suisse de Recherche sur le Cancer (ISREC), the Ludwig Institute for Cancer Research
(LICR), EPFL, CHUV-UNIL, and the HUG-UNIGE in Geneva have been united under the Swiss Cancer Center
Léman. With the creation of the Agora Cancer Research Center on the CHUV campus and the Center for
Experimental Therapeutics (CTE) on the Biopôle campus, western Switzerland is aiming to lead the way in
the development of innovative oncology treatments.

In early 2024, Biopôle-based Onward Therapeutics launched its Phase I clinical trial of OT-A201, a \rst-in-
class bispeci\c antibody targeting two immune checkpoints, as monotherapy or in combination in de\ned
haematological malignancies and solid tumours.

In terms of fundraising, a number of start-ups based in the western region have obtained signi\cant
investment or been acquired by large pharmaceutical companies in recent years. Lausanne company
HAYA Therapeutics, which focuses on precision medicines targeting the dark genome, raised CHF 25m
($27m) in 2021 and featured in Clarivate’s 2023 report ‘RNA Technology Companies to Watch’. In spring
2024, AC Immune signed an exclusive license agreement with Takeda for its immunotherapies targeting
toxic forms of amyloid beta, including ACI-24.060 for the treatment of Alzheimer’s disease.

Read part 2.Read part 2.Read part 2.Read part 2.
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5 Key Trends in Swiss Biotech for 2024
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While the Swiss biotech sector is inevitably facing many of the same funding challenges as the global
industry and is still struggling to make a meaningful comeback from its 2022 slump, the latest report from the
Swiss Biotech Association and EY shows the sector’s resilience with the record revenues of CHF 7.3 billion it
achieved in 2023.

 

In 2023, the Swiss biotech industry saw a record of CHF 7.3 billion in revenues recognized and was able to raise more than
CHF 2 billion in capital investments – an increase of over 50% from 2022

Frederik Schmachtenberg
EY Life Sciences

 

Revenue Growth, R&D Spending DropRevenue Growth, R&D Spending DropRevenue Growth, R&D Spending DropRevenue Growth, R&D Spending Drop

The biotech industry as a whole is still contending with funding difficulties and struggling to bounce back
from its post-COVIDQ19 financing decline. Globally, total biotech IPO funding has seen a significant drop, with
only USD 3.4 billion raised in the first three quarters of 2023 as opposed to USD 16.0 billion for the same
period in 2021.

Although Switzerland is not immune to these challenges, the country’s biotech industry continues to attract
significant investments, as the new Swiss Biotech report shows, and last year surpassed 2022’s CHF 6.8
billion with CHF 7.3 billion in recognized revenues. While R&D investments did drop from CHF 2.7 billion in
2022 to CHF 2.4 billion in 2023, according to the new report the full-time staff employed by the industry has
remained stable.

 

Climb in Capital InvestmentsClimb in Capital InvestmentsClimb in Capital InvestmentsClimb in Capital Investments

Despite the current less-than-favourable climate for biotech financing, the Swiss biotech sector managed to
raise over CHF 2 billion in 2023 versus the CHF 1.3 billion it collected in 2022, with around CHF 1.4 billion
raised by public companies and CHF 0.6 billion by private companies.

At the top of the list of private financing transactions are the company focused on orphan neurological
disorders, Noema Pharma, which managed to raise CHF 103 million, followed by Alentis Therapeutics,
developer of first-in-class anti-Claudin-1 ^CLDN1` antibodies for cancer, with CHF 94 million.

Just one Swiss biotech, ophthalmic specialist Oculis, went public in 2023, with a SPAC transaction on
NASDAQ that was successfully completed in March 2023 and with gross proceeds of USD 104 million, plus
follow-on financing with another USD 40 million raised in May 2023.

Meanwhile, MoonLake Immunotherapeutics with its novel inflammation technology, one of the two Swiss
biotech companies to go public in 2022, was able to gain additional funds from investors through a follow-on
transaction as well as from a market-share programme that totalled some CHF 415 million.

 

M&A, Collaborations and Licensing AgreementsM&A, Collaborations and Licensing AgreementsM&A, Collaborations and Licensing AgreementsM&A, Collaborations and Licensing Agreements

Within the Swiss biotech ecosystem, M&A activity has also managed to remain dynamic with several Swiss
companies involved in significant M&A transactions in 2023 and the beginning of 2024.

Examples include the acquistion by scientific instruments maker Bruker of a majority stake in the proteomics
company Biognosys AG and the CDMO Siegfried’s acquisition of a 95 percent stake in DiNAMIQS as a best-
in-class development and manufacturing platform for cell and gene therapies.

In other deals, gastrointestinal specialist Ironwood Pharma bought VectivBio with its lead candidate, a GLPQ2
analog for rare gastrointestinal diseases, for more than USD 1 billion, and Italy’s Abiogen Pharma acquired a
97.09 percent stake in for niche and orphan indications company EffRx. Moreover, Pierre Fabre purchased
Vertical Bio and its innovative targeted therapy candidate for patients suffering from non-small cell lung
cancer with MET alteration.

2023 also saw important collaboration and licensing agreements for several Swiss biotechs, providing them
with funding alternatives to equity or debt financings, which continued to be more difficult to get a hold of in
2023. A few such agreements were EraCal and Nestle Health Science’s collaboration on anti-obesity
treatments; CRISPR Therapeutics’ licensing deal with Vertex worth up to USD 330 million for hypoimmune cell
therapy development, and Relief Therapeutics’ USD 46.5 million license agreement for Olpruva for urea cycle
disorders with Acer Therapeutics.

 

Not without StruggleNot without StruggleNot without StruggleNot without Struggle

Despite the encouraging numbers and positive outlook on the M&A front, according to the report, 2023 was
also a difficult year for some of Switzerland’s biotech innovators, several of which were forced to undergo
restructuring efforts, or resort to other drastic measures in order to stay afloat.

To avoid shutting down, the natural molecule specialist Evolva, for example, sold all of its business operations
to Danstar Ferment AG, a Swiss affiliate of Lallemand, for CHF 20 million. And to reverse its bankruptcy
procedures, Basel-based Kinarus went into a merger with Curatis. And, in the most dire case, ObsEva after
the approval failure of its uterine fibroid candidate in 2022 and  its subsequest struggles to survive finally
delisted from the Nasdaq and SIX.

 

Increase in ApprovalsIncrease in ApprovalsIncrease in ApprovalsIncrease in Approvals

The level of approvals from Switzerland’s regulatory agency, Swissmedic, rose from 47 in 2022 to 49 in 2023
and among the FDA’s record number of approvals last year Q55 new drugs compared to 37 in 2022Q , were
two new drugs developed by Swiss companies.

Santhera Pharmaceuticals’ vamorolone for the treatment of Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy ^DMD` received
approval along with the CRISPR/Cas9 gene-edited treatment co-developed by CRISPR Therapeutics and
Vertex Pharmaceuticals for sickle cell disease. Both drugs were then approved in Europe.
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While the Swiss biotech sector is inevitably facing many of the same funding challenges as the global
industry and is still struggling to make a meaningful comeback from its 2022 slump, the latest report from the
Swiss Biotech Association and EY shows the sector’s resilience with the record revenues of CHF 7.3 billion it
achieved in 2023.
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from its post-COVIDQ19 financing decline. Globally, total biotech IPO funding has seen a significant drop, with
only USD 3.4 billion raised in the first three quarters of 2023 as opposed to USD 16.0 billion for the same
period in 2021.
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Despite the current less-than-favourable climate for biotech financing, the Swiss biotech sector managed to
raise over CHF 2 billion in 2023 versus the CHF 1.3 billion it collected in 2022, with around CHF 1.4 billion
raised by public companies and CHF 0.6 billion by private companies.
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cancer with MET alteration.
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therapy development, and Relief Therapeutics’ USD 46.5 million license agreement for Olpruva for urea cycle
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Despite the encouraging numbers and positive outlook on the M&A front, according to the report, 2023 was
also a difficult year for some of Switzerland’s biotech innovators, several of which were forced to undergo
restructuring efforts, or resort to other drastic measures in order to stay afloat.

To avoid shutting down, the natural molecule specialist Evolva, for example, sold all of its business operations
to Danstar Ferment AG, a Swiss affiliate of Lallemand, for CHF 20 million. And to reverse its bankruptcy
procedures, Basel-based Kinarus went into a merger with Curatis. And, in the most dire case, ObsEva after
the approval failure of its uterine fibroid candidate in 2022 and  its subsequest struggles to survive finally
delisted from the Nasdaq and SIX.
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The level of approvals from Switzerland’s regulatory agency, Swissmedic, rose from 47 in 2022 to 49 in 2023
and among the FDA’s record number of approvals last year Q55 new drugs compared to 37 in 2022Q , were
two new drugs developed by Swiss companies.

Santhera Pharmaceuticals’ vamorolone for the treatment of Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy ^DMD` received
approval along with the CRISPR/Cas9 gene-edited treatment co-developed by CRISPR Therapeutics and
Vertex Pharmaceuticals for sickle cell disease. Both drugs were then approved in Europe.
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(Keystone-SDA) Die Schweizer Biotechbranche blickt auf ein
starkes Jahr zurück. Nicht nur erzielte die Branche einmal mehr
einen Rekordumsatz. Der Kapitalzufluss erhöhte sich auch um
mehr als die Hälfte.

Wie aus dem jährlichen Swiss Biotech Report hervorgeht,
verzeichnete die Branche 2023 einen Rekordumsatz von 7,3
Milliarden Franken, ein Plus von einer halben Milliarde gegenüber
2022.

Dies sei einerseits auf bedeutende Kooperations- und
Lizenzvereinbarungen zurückzuführen, bei denen Schweizer
Biotech-Unternehmen erfolgreich mit grossen
Pharmaunternehmen zusammenarbeiten. Andererseits wurden
die Produktverkäufe durch eine Rekordzahl von Zulassungen
durch Swissmedic, EMA, FDA und anderer globaler
Zulassungsbehörden angekurbelt, heisst es in dem am Dienstag
publizierten Bericht weiter.

Darüber hinaus sammelte die Branche mehr als 2 Milliarden
Kapital ein, eine Steigerung im die Hälfte gegenüber dem Vorjahr.
Davon flossen rund 1,4 Milliarden in börsenkotierte und 600
Millionen in privat finanzierte Unternehmen. Dies geht aus dem
von der Swiss Biotech Association in Zusammenarbeit mit EY und
acht weiteren Partnerorganisationen veröffentlichte Swiss Biotech
Report hervor.

Börsenkotierte Unternehmen haben es schwerer

Damit pendelt sich gerade bei den börsenkotierten Unternehmen
nach den beiden Ausreisser-Jahren 2020 und 2021 die Lage
langsam wieder auf einem normaleren Niveau ein. «Börsenkotierte
Biotech-Unternehmen haben die teilweise schwierigeren
Bedingungen der Branche weltweit zu spüren bekommen», sagt
Frederik Schmachtenberg, EY-Partner, im Gespräch mit AWP.
Davon seien die privat gehaltenen Unternehmen nicht so stark in
Mitleidenschaft gezogen worden. Vielmehr haben sie vergangenes
Jahr eine klare Zunahme bei den Zuflüssen gesehen, wie aus dem
Biotech Report hervorgeht.

Dies hatte denn auch den positiven Effekt, dass sie einerseits ihre
Ausgaben für Forschung & Entwicklung erhöht haben und ihre
Liquiditätsreserven generell aufgebessert haben, so der Experte
weiter.

Bei den börsenkotierten Unternehmen dagegen hatte die Covid-19-
Pandemie eine Art Goldgräberstimmung ausgelöst. In Scharen
waren in den Jahren Unternehmen an die Börse gegangen, speziell
in den USA, obwohl die jeweiligen Pipelines einen solchen Schritt
noch nicht hergaben. In der Folge sind viele Projekte gefloppt und
Investoren haben sich die Finger verbrannt.

Mit Blick auf die Stellen, beschäftigten die Schweizer F&E-
Biotechunternehmen 2023 mit mehr als 19’000 Mitarbeitern in
etwa genauso viele Menschen wie im Vorjahr. Dabei haben sich ein
leichter Stellenaufbau bei den privaten Unternehmen und ein
leichter Abbau bei den kotierten Unternehmen in etwa
ausgeglichen.

Sinkende Zinsen könnten helfen

Mit Blick nach vorne zeigt sich der Experte Schmachtenberg
zuversichtlich, dass sich die Schweizer Biotechbranche im
laufenden Jahr dynamisch entwickeln könnte. Die Aussicht auf
sinkende Zinsen dürfte auch für die Biotechunternehmen eine
gewisse Erleichterung mit sich bringen. Und auch wenn die IPO-
Pipeline in der Schweiz derzeit noch leer ist, sei es durchaus
denkbar, dass sich diese im weiteren Jahresverlauf noch fülle.

Eine weitere Option sind laut Schmachtenberg Übernahmen oder
auch Lizenzdeals. Auch hier könnten die sinkenden Zinsen für eine
gewisse Entspannung bei der Finanzierung sorgen.

Derweil hebt Michael Altorfer, CEO der Swiss Biotech Association,
während der Medienkonferenz hervor, dass man gerade mit Blick
auf die Biotechbranche bedenken sollte, dass die Unternehmen
nicht unbedingt sehr geeignet seien für eine Kotierung:
«Rückschläge in der Forschung gehören zum täglichen Geschäft
und oft dauert es sehr lange, bis ein Unternehmen wirkliche
Neuigkeiten hat», sagt der Experte. Für eine Börsenkotierung seien
dies nicht unbedingt die besten Voraussetzungen.

Venture-Builder bieten Rundum-Paket

In der Schweiz ist denn auch die Mehrheit der
Biotechunternehmen nicht an der Börse. Laut Altorfer befinden
sich an die 95 Prozent der hiesigen Biotechunternehmen in
Privatbesitz.

Finanziert werden sie dabei sowohl von verschiedenen Investoren,
wie Family Offices oder auch Venture Capital-Gebern. Für
Schmachtenberg von EY stellen neben den klassischen VC-
Anbietern auch sogenannte Venture-Builder eine spannende
Alternative für die kleineren Unternehmen dar. «Neben dem
Kapital liefern sie gleich noch ein geeignetes Management-Team
mit, das den jeweiligen Kandidaten dann optimal zu positionieren
und vermarkten weiss.» Das helfe gerade den kleinen Biotechs oft
mehr als nur Geld.
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wie Family Offices oder auch Venture Capital-Gebern. Für
Schmachtenberg von EY stellen neben den klassischen VC-
Anbietern auch sogenannte Venture-Builder eine spannende
Alternative für die kleineren Unternehmen dar. «Neben dem
Kapital liefern sie gleich noch ein geeignetes Management-Team
mit, das den jeweiligen Kandidaten dann optimal zu positionieren
und vermarkten weiss.» Das helfe gerade den kleinen Biotechs oft
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Swiss Biotech Report reporting record turnover

The Swiss biotech sector proved robust growth in 2023. Revenues in 2023 increased by
CHF500m to CHF7.3bn. Capital investment grew to CHF2bn - just betweeen 2021 (CHF3.4bn)
and 2022 (CHF1.3bn).
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Swiss Venture Capital

Presentations at Swiss Biotech Day showed that Switzerland has been long No.1 in innovation. Â©
Elvin YÄ±lmaz

The Swiss Biotech Report 2024 commissioned by the Swiss Biotech Association and co-published
with EY on the occasion of the Swiss Biotech Day demonstrates a clear post-pandemic growth of the
Swiss biotech sector. With an annual revenue of CHF7.3bn, Swiss biotechs hit new records, even
higher than during the pandemic (2021: CHF6.7bn; 2022: CHF6.8bn). According to the authors of the
report on the 2023 industry performance indicators, this is partly due to ÒsigniÞcant collaboration and
licensing agreements” in which Swiss biotech companies successfully collaborated with Big Pharma.
On the other hand, product sales were boosted by a record number of approvals by Swissmedic,
EMA, FDA and other regulatory authorities across the globe. These approvals included ground-
breaking novel therapies, for example from CRISPR Therapeutics AG , Santhera Pharmaceuticals
Holding, Idorsia Pharmaceuticals Ltd, and Basilea Pharmaceutica AG.

In a difficult global Þnancing environment, Oculis SA and MoonLake Immunotherapeutics AG,
recorded the largest capital inßows of public Swiss companies: Ophthalmic diseases specialist Oculis
SA secured US$144m through a SPAC transaction with follow-on Þnancing on Nasdaq. MoonLake
Immunotherapeutics AG, which had its Nasdaq debut in April 2022 through a SPAC merger, baged a
US$415m follow-on Þnancing. While the mood on the stock markets has remained poor for the
industry since the end of the pandemic, some privately Þnanced biotech companies tapped into good
sources of Þnancing in 2023: CNS specialist Noema Pharma AG got CHF103m through a Series B
Þnancing, cancer and reverse Þbrosis drug developer Alentis Therapeutics AG secured  CHF94m,
healthy aging biotech Rejuveron Life Sciences AG cashed in CHF67m, Swiss-Italian MVA specialist
Nouscom AG raised CHF 65m and gene therapy platform specialist NewBiologix SA has an inßow of
CHF45m.

Frederik Schmachtenberg (EY) co-author of the Swiss Biotech Report pointed out that the average of
these private Þnancing rounds had increased by around 40% compared to previous year. Overall, the
total investment amount in private and listed companies in 2023 showed that the ups and downs of
the coronavirus years and the sharp dip in 2022 have thus been overcome. There is more hope for the
future, even if framework conditions such as any interest rate decisions by the central banks are
currently highly unpredictable.

Michael Altorfer, President of the Swiss Biotechnology Association, emphasised the high export share
of the Swiss life sciences and biotech industry. “Switzerland helps the world with its products, but we
are also helped by the global community,” said Altorfer. Internationalisation would therefore be a
fundamental topic for this industry and Switzerland, as evidenced by the high level of international
interest in Swiss Biotech Day. Over 1,000 participants from outside Switzerland accounted for almost
half of the total of 2,500 registrations. Several cluster organisations from Germany – Rhineland-
Palatinate, Munich/Bavaria and Saxony/Saxony-Anhalt – have also set up international delegations in
the conference centre’s “Global Village” to promote their region and cross-border cooperation with
Switzerland.

Message to companies at Swiss Biotech Day
All companies represented at the Swiss Biotech Day and BIO-Europe show in the Þeld of RNA drugs,
diagnostics, services & R&D laboratory hardware and materials are hereby invited to send their URL,
geodata and contact details (incl address) for a story “RNA across Europe” in the next European
Biotechnology Magazine  to a.macht@biocom.de by Tuesday, 7 May.
 
It is planned to print a map of European RNA players in the next issue (publication date 23 May 2024,
advertising deadline 10 May 2024) and to publish an interactive map of all RNA players online
at european-biotechnology.com. Make your expertise visible and put your company on the map!

Please meet us at Swiss Biotech Day at Booth #8A or drop an email to marketing@biocom.de.
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Wo wegweisende Kollaborationen entstehen
21. März 2024

Etabliert als eine der führenden Biotechkonferenzen in Europa: Der Swiss Biotech Day. (Bild: Swiss Biotech Association)

OUREXPERTPANEL

 Beitrag vorlesen lassen

Am 22. und 23. April wird der Swiss Biotech Day erneut Fachleute aus der globalen Life-Sciences-Community in das
Congress Center Basel locken.

Als eine der führenden Biotechnologie-Konferenzen in Europa setzte der Swiss Biotech Day letztes Jahr mit 1800 Teilnehmer
aus 44 Nationen neue Massstäbe. Auch dieses Jahr wird die Veranstaltung Entscheidungsträger der wichtigsten
Biotechnologiestandorte der Welt zusammenführen und eine internationale Networking-Plattform anbieten. Wie in den
Vorjahren, ermöglichen Paneldiskussionen, Firmenpräsentationen und Pitching-Sessions Einblicke zu Industrietrends und
R&D-Innovationen entlang der gesamten Wertschöpfungskette. Neben wissenschaftlichen Fortschritten werden auch wichtige
Themen der Finanzierung, Alliance Management, Entwicklung des Talentpools und die Chancen der Digitalisierung einen
wichtigen Platz einnehmen. Das Programm mit Pitching Sessions, Firmenpräsentationen, und Paneldiskussionen wird ergänzt
durch eine «One-to-one-Partnering-Plattform» (mit vorvereinbarten Meetings), eine Poster-Session, die Verleihung der Swiss-
Biotech-Success-Stories-Awards, über 100 Aussteller und Länderdelegationen.

Die Konferenz ist für Biotech-Unternehmen, deren Zulieferer, Investoren und Pharmapartner gleichermassen attraktiv – und
bietet während eineinhalb Tagen den Expertinnen aus der Life-Science-Branche viel Raum zum Austausch. Das Partnering
ermöglicht, Chancen und Synergien zu nutzen, die sich aus der engen Zusammenarbeit zwischen Biotech und Pharma ergeben
oder interessante Partner fŸr zukŸnftige Projekte zu Þnden und gemeinsam die Entwicklung von innovativen Produkten und
Plattformtechnologien voranzutreiben. Internationale Biotech-Delegationen nutzen das «Global Village», um ihre Beziehungen
zum Biotech-Standort Schweiz zu stärken und um grenzüberschreitende Investitionen, öffentlich-private Partnerschaften,
Forschungs- und Entwicklungskooperationen sowie den Austausch von Talenten zu fördern.

Impressionen der letzten Ausgabe des Swiss Biotech Day.

www.swissbiotechday.ch
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Wo wegweisende Kollaborationen entstehen
21. März 2024

Etabliert als eine der führenden Biotechkonferenzen in Europa: Der Swiss Biotech Day. (Bild: Swiss Biotech Association)

OUREXPERTPANEL

 Beitrag vorlesen lassen

Am 22. und 23. April wird der Swiss Biotech Day erneut Fachleute aus der globalen Life-Sciences-Community in das
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Plattformtechnologien voranzutreiben. Internationale Biotech-Delegationen nutzen das «Global Village», um ihre Beziehungen
zum Biotech-Standort Schweiz zu stärken und um grenzüberschreitende Investitionen, öffentlich-private Partnerschaften,
Forschungs- und Entwicklungskooperationen sowie den Austausch von Talenten zu fördern.
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Il y a un an, la Swiss Biotech Association (SBA) anticipait une légère

embellie pour le secteur. Une projection qui sÕest globalement vŽriÞŽe en

2023. Après un recul marquŽ en 2022, les Þnancements, quÕils soient

publics ou privés, des biotechs suisses sont repartis à la hausse, avec un

montant total de 2 milliards de francs contre 1,3 milliard un an plus tôt.

Tandis que les revenus des entreprises du secteur se sont élevés à un

record de 7,3 milliards de francs (6,8 en 2022). Des augmentations qui ne

doivent cependant pas faire oublier une réalité contrastée, soulignent les

auteurs du Swiss Biotech Report, réalisé en collaboration avec le cabinet

EY, paru ce mardi.

Les cinq premières levées de fonds réalisées par des biotechs cotées pèsent

pour 882 millions de francs sur un total de 1,4 milliard. Tandis que, pour

les sociétés non listées, la proportion des cinq premières était de

374 millions pour un total de 643 millions. Soit des augmentations

respectives de 42% et 44% par rapport à l’année 2022. Les entreprises qui

ont pu lever des fonds ont donc pu rassembler des sommes plus

importantes mais beaucoup d’entreprises du secteur n’ont donc pas, ou

peu, bŽnŽÞciŽ de Þnancements extŽrieurs. Mais en 2022 dŽjˆ, elles avaient

dû faire face au contrecoup des années record du covid avec un

effondrement des Þnancements.
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What we asked: “Looking ahead to the next 5–10 years, what
will be the key disruptors and/or what can be improved upon in
the pharma industry?”

Response from: Michael Altorfer, CEO, Swiss Biotech
Association

“Four key objectives should be considered by the international
community when it comes to further improving the impact of
drug development on global healthcare:

 Read over 100 other views on the future of theRead over 100 other views on the future of theRead over 100 other views on the future of theRead over 100 other views on the future of the
pharma industry on our special web page.pharma industry on our special web page.pharma industry on our special web page.pharma industry on our special web page.

Receive content, products, events as
well as relevant industry updates from
The Medicine Maker and its sponsors.
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Innovate, Collaborate, and Make
Medicines Accessible
Michael Altorfer, CEO, Swiss Biotech Association, gives
his view on the future of drug development.
10/04/2024 | Interview

Secure global protection for innovators. If innovations
cannot be reliably protected, it will not be possible to
Þnance the development of a broad range of new drugs,
new modalities, and new technologies, given the huge
costs and high risk associated with such projects. Patent
protection and related market exclusivity are key success
factors for any nation that seeks to contribute to the
innovation of global healthcare. We have tackled the easier
challenges Þrst; the ones that lie ahead will be more
demanding, even as we beneÞt from emerging supporting
tools such as AI. Furthermore, our ambition to provide ever
more effective, personalized medicine will pose further
challenges in Þnancing novel treatment options.

Harness the power of international collaboration. The
smartest minds are not located in any particular country;
they are spread across the globe. If we research in silos,
speciÞcally constrain access to funding, fail to share
discoveries, or isolate parts of the global community, we
will inevitably be less successful and slow down progress.
At the same time, we will limit the number of parties that
could share risk, engage, and contribute to joint efforts to
improve health.

Focus on accessibility as much as on efÞcacy. Developing
an innovative drug that is only available to a few may
represent a scientiÞc breakthrough and an important Þrst
step, but it is not yet a true innovation because its impact
and availability are limited. Innovations that reduce the cost
of the discovery, development, manufacturing, storage, or
distribution of novel medicines could be more signiÞcant
than the original discovery if they help to secure access for
all patients.

Involve healthy people in research. The more people learn
about how they can delay onset or progression of a
disease, the better. If healthy people also recognize that
providing their healthcare data helps researchers to
improve their understanding of how healthy people differ
from those with a disease, they will understand that
everyone can make an important contribution to scientiÞc
progress. By basing research on a rich set of real-world
data, we can accelerate the discovery of new tools, and the
active involvement of the healthy population can further
improve the public's understanding of why pharma R&D is
so valuable.”
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In the media
National and international coverage of the Swiss biotech industry’s achievements 
helps promote the value of our research contributions, products, and technologies.



SWISS BIOTECH DAY 2026
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Sign in on our website at  
swissbiotechday.ch 
and stay updated about any news. 

May 4–5, 2026 
Congress Center Basel

What you can expect:
 
›  Welcome reception on May 3
›  Meet over 2,500 senior experts from the life science 

industry
›  More than 100 exhibitors and the Global Village  

with international delegations from all over the world
›  Innovative biotech start-ups and medium-sized  

biotech companies
›  Thematic company pitching sessions and panel 

discussions
› Swiss Biotech Success Stories Awards
› Swiss Biotech Report 2026
› Pre-scheduled one-to-one partnering meetings 
› General Assembly of the Swiss Biotech Association

Host & event manager: Logistics & marketing partner:
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Check out  
our partners

The Swiss Biotech Association can reap several benefits from forming  
partnerships with other organizations. National and international partnerships  
help us to leverage our impact. 

Access to a wider pool of resources

By partnering with other organizations, we can  
access a broader range of resources and exchange  
with specialized industry stakeholders. Our partner- 
ships strengthen our voice and leverage our impact.

Increased credibility and visibility

Collaboration with reputable partners and policy  
makers increase the credibility and visibility of  
our association. This builds trust and confidence, 
and helps to optimize the framework for a  
successful industry development.

Improved information exchange

Our partners enable us to access and transfer  
more knowhow, to provide our stakeholders  
with priviledged information, networking oppor- 
tunities, international connectivity and access  
to technologies.

Amplified support for Swiss biotech ecosystem

Our partners help promote and improve our  
platforms and thus accelerate and amplify  
the support we can provide to the Swiss biotech 
stakeholders.

Partner network provides crucial advantages
The Swiss Biotech Association can reap several benefits from forming partner-
ships with other organizations. National and international partnerships help us to 
leverage our impact.
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Our   
partnerships  

help to ...

	 …optimize framework  
	 conditions 
	 Other associations,  
	 councils, committees  
	 and policy makers

	 ...seek and offer  
	 preferential conditions  
	 for our members 
	 Equipment suppliers, 
	 insurances, event  
	 organizers, analysts,  
	 scientific publishers

	 ...increase credibility &  
	 visibility of the industry 
	 Media, Swiss Biotech  
	 Day, Swiss Biotech  
	 Success Stories, Swiss  
	 Biotech Report, interna- 
	 tional Swiss pavilions

	 ...link to specialized  
	 stakeholders 
	 Academia, technology  
	 transfer organizations,  
	 business development  
	 experts

	 ...attract, educate and  
	 retain talent 
	 Swiss Biotech Orbit  
	 platform and Swiss Biotech   
	 Association Academy partners

	 ...facilitate access  
	 to funding and partnering  
	 Swiss Biotech Ventures  
	 platform, investors  
	 associations, international  
	 investment partners

	 …foster international  
	 collaborations & trade 
	 International life science  
	 clusters, trade agencies,  
	 business hubs, and e.g.  
	 the Global Village at the  
	 Swiss Biotech Day

	 ...promote competitive  
	 advantages 
	 Promotion agencies,  
	 chambers of commerce,  
	 Swiss Biotech Report
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Income statement

1 Management fees related to events and promotional products are directly booked to the respective project

2024 2023
In CHF Expenses Income Expenses Income
Membership fees 1,073,000 928,000

International projects 0 2,929

National projects 1,655,238 1,085,780

Website & community platform 1,600 1,400

Swiss Biotech Success Stories 5,000 13,000

Swiss Biotech Report 58,000 58,000

Swiss Biotech Directory 19,110 23,870

Increase/decrease bad debt provision -5,000 -2,000

Total income 2,806,948 2,110,979

Fees to other associations 51,977 25,476

International projects 69,235 60,882

National projects  1,594,422 1,153,021

Swiss Biotech Success Stories 10,097 15,615

Decrease tied capital “Swiss Biotech Success Stories” -3,000 -2,000

Swiss Biotech Report 76,174 73,079

Swiss Biotech Directory 29,889 32,150 

Website & community platform 130,440 82,735

Association activities expense 1,959,234 1,440,958

Management fees 1 376,143 329,548

Accounting & member support 240,018 167,399

Office rent & administration 28,635 32,436

Consulting 23,279 7,398

Public relations 122,748 112,652

Other operating expenses 790,823 649,434

Financial income result 12,624 8,943

Expenses from previous reporting period 132 0  

Tax expenses 311 234

Net profit for the year  43,824  11,410
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Balance sheet

Balance Sheet 31.12.2024 Balance Sheet 31.12.2023
In CHF Assets Liabilities Assets Liabilities
Assets
Cash and cash equivalents 395,347 263,206

Accounts receivable 71,937 20,385

Accrued income & prepaid expenses 14,095 80,370

Total assets 481,379 363,961

Liabilities and equity
Accounts payable 170,910 113,523

Accrued expenses & deferred income 76,247 57,040

Association equity 131,239 131,239

   Tied capital for SBA Success Stories 0 3,000

   Tied capital for SBA Sounding Board 10,000 10,000

Retained earnings 49,160 37,750

Net result of the year 43,824 11,410

Total liabilities and equity 481,379 363,961



  

 

 

 
BDO Ltd, a limited company under Swiss law, incorporated in Zurich, forms part of the international BDO Network of independent member firms. 

 
 

  

 

 

Phone +41 44 444 35 55 
www.bdo.ch 
zurich@bdo.ch 

BDO Ltd 
Schiffbaustrasse 2 
8031 Zurich 

 

Report of the statutory auditor on the limited statutory examination 
to the general meeting of  
 
Swiss Biotech Association (SBA), Zürich 

 

As statutory auditor, we have examined the financial statements (balance sheet, operating state-
ment and notes) of Swiss Biotech Association (SBA) for the financial year ended 31 December 2024.  

These financial statements are the responsibility of the association board. Our responsibility is to 
perform a limited statutory examination on these financial statements. We confirm that we meet 
the licensing and independence requirements as stipulated by Swiss law.  

We conducted our examination in accordance with the Swiss Standard on the Limited Statutory Ex-
amination. This standard requires that we plan and perform a limited statutory examination to iden-
tify material misstatements in the financial statements. A limited statutory examination consists 
primarily of inquiries of entity personnel and analytical procedures as well as detailed tests of en-
tity documents as considered necessary in the circumstances. However, the testing of operational 
processes and the internal control system, as well as inquiries and further testing procedures to de-
tect fraud or other legal violations, are not within the scope of this examination.  

Based on our limited statutory examination, nothing has come to our attention that causes us to be-
lieve that the financial statements do not comply with Swiss law and the articles of association.  

 

 
 
Zurich, 31 January 2025  

BDO Ltd 

 

 

 

 

Manuel Lüthi 

Leitender Revisor 
Zugelassener Revisionsexperte 

 

 

 

 

Stefan Brack 

 
Zugelassener Revisionsexperte 

 

Enclosure 
Financial statements  
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Auditor’s report
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Clear focus on what really matters
Aligning our objectives to our mission statement ensures a clear focus on what  
really matters. However, the priorities may vary and depend on the role and point  
of view of each stakeholder.  

The rapid expansion of our member base provides strong motivation to the Swiss Biotech 
Association board and management team. As we foster the formation of an effective Swiss 
biotech community, more and more members recognize the value of peer-to-peer exchange 
and the benefit of jointly building a pool of biotech talent, biotech investors, and an  
international network of collaborations and alliances.

We encourage continuing our active dialogue to jointly shape the future of the Swiss biotech 
hub and its framework, thereby keeping it on its successful track.

Swiss biotech industry
Leading position  
in drug manufacturing

Biotech & pharma contribute 
~ 40% to Swiss exports

CHF 2.5 billion 
R&D investments  

per year

> 1,500 companies 
> 60,000 jobs

Strong &  
sustainable 

growth
~ CHF 1.5–2 billion 

new funds raised 
per year



Swiss Commitment for Bioassays
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We enhance the visibility of biotech companies



®
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These members benefit from a cost-effective marketing opportunity, with their logos  
featured for a year on our communication tools.



Helvetia SME business insurance.
Offer for members of the Swiss Biotech  
Association. 

We offer comprehensive cover for members  
of the Swiss Biotech Association. 
 

Your benefits
• Offer for members of the Swiss 

 Biotech Association 
• Additional combination discount of 

up to 14% when taking out more 
than one product

• Individual modular insurance 
options

Movable property

Buildings insurance

Technical insurance

Buildings liability insurance

Public and  
professional liability

Marine insurance

Assistance

Legal protection
8 in 1

Property insurance
Comprehensive insurance cover for goods 
and equipment, as well as payment of lost 
income and additional expenditure in the 
event of business interruption with optional 
cover extensions such as: 
• Provisional insurance for new acquisitions
• Extended Coverage + (civil commotion, 

malicious damage, etc.)

Technical insurance
Comprehensive cover for machinery, regis-
tered work machinery and IT systems with 
a range of cover packages and all-round 
solutions. Including restoration costs and ad-
ditional costs for data and software due to a 
cyber attack.

Legal protection insurance
Our basic legal protection insurance covers 
the costs of legal advice in all branches of 
law with a free choice of lawyer, including 
Internet legal protection in connection with 
cyber risks. 

Various modules can be added as re-
quired, such as corporate legal expenses or 
legal expenses insurance for motorists.

Other insurance policies
Once we have reviewed your risk situation 
we can also offer the following insurance 
policies:
• Public and professional liability insurance
• Marine insurance
• Assistance
• Buildings insurance
• Buildings liability insurance
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’s Life    

Our products do not come under science and research, 
although they are of identical quality. Many members of 
the Swiss Biotech Association are insured for their occupa-
tional provisions through the employee benefits solution 
with Swiss Life, which offers them attractive conditions and 
enables their employees to look forward to a secure and 
self-determined future. www.swisslife.ch/enterprises

helvetia.ch/sme

Offer for members of the Swiss Biotech Association. 

Helvetia SME business insurance

Business.
Risks.

 Covered.

Helvetia Insurance
T +41 58 280 10 00 (24 h), www.helvetia.ch
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Official partner of  
Swiss-Ski since 2005.

Committed to protection 
forests since 2011.

Presenting Partner of  
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since 2016.
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Attractive conditions  
for occupational benefits (BVG)

The Swiss Biotech Association 
employee benefits solution –  
to your advantage
The cost contribution is determined on 
the basis of the number of  insured peo-
ple within the Swiss Biotech Association 
member pool. As of the  beginning of 
2025, more than 3100 employees in the 
biotech industry benefit from this offer.

With the Swiss Biotech Association em-
ployee benefits solution, you join forces 
with other association members and 
 benefit from significantly more attractive 
conditions for occupational benefits 
with Swiss Life. 

We are happy to meet you for a  
personal consultation.

Offer for members  
of the Swiss Biotech Association

Contact Swiss Life: 

Monika Berger-Signer 
Consultant Key Clients & Associations
Federally certified pension fund manager 
monika.berger-signer@swisslife.ch
Telephone +41 43 284 30 43
www.swisslife.ch/enterprises

Take advantage of the association’s 
employee benefits solution 

regardless of  your company’s size.

Collective 
foundation 
Swiss Life

Member B

Member A

Member C

Member pool 
> 3100 insured people

34

Swiss Life’s pension fund

With the Swiss Biotech Association  
employee benefits solution, our members 
join forces and benefit from significantly 
more attractive risk and cost contributions 
for occupational benefits with Swiss Life.

Preferential business solutions for our members
In collaboration with business solution partners, the Swiss Biotech Association 
creates value for its members by leveraging their combined purchasing power, 
resulting in significant cost savings for running their business. Should you have 
requirements for additional business solution partners, or like to become one, 
please let us know (s. page 37).

Helvetia’s business insurance

Our members can cover their business 
risks with Helvetia’s individual and modular  
options. Their 8 in 1 discounted offer  
includes insurance for movable property, 
buildings and buildings liability, technical, 
marine, as well as assistance, legal  
protection, public and professional liability.

LubioScience’s portfolio

Our members benefit from special dis- 
counts on LubioScience’s entire portfolio 
of 4+ million antibodies, proteins, assay 
kits and lab reagents, and free shipping. 
They also can access their procurement 
services and custom services solutions.
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ProcEurope’s laboratory supplies

Our members benefit from significant  
discounts on laboratory supplies and  
equipment, e.g. from Fisher Scientific by  
the European Life Sciences Purchasing 
Consortium.

BioCentury’s market research

A complimentary test access to  
BioCentury’s Intelligence platform,  
as well as discount on the subscription  
helps our members’ executives and  
investors solve business-critical  
decisions and to a better positioning  
by independent deep-dive analysis,  
high-quality data, and business  
intelligence on a global scale.

Springer Nature’s leading  
publications

The world’s leading scientific and  
technical publisher Springer Nature  
offers our members  subscription  
discounts between 25% and 50% for  
some of their most exciting products.
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Patrick Amstutz, PhD 
President
CEO Molecular Partners

Igor Fisch, PhD
Vice President
President Fongit,  
CEO & Co-Founder  
New Biologix

Swiss Biotech Association board and management
As our member base has grown to almost 600 members, the management team 
has also gradually expanded. The Swiss Biotech Association now has liaisons  
in Basel/Northwestern Switzerland, Romandie, Bern/Midlands, Zürich/Eastern 
Switzerland, and Svizzera Italiana.

The board

Bettina Ernst, PhD
Vice President
CEO BERNINA Bioinvest

Jurgi Camblong, PhD
Vice President
CEO SOPHiA GENETICS

Anne Marie de Jonge-
Schuermans, PhD
Vice President 
Global Head Biologics &  
Injectables Operations 
Sandoz

Filippo Riva
Vice President
Managing Director  
Humabs Biomed
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The management team

Sabine Bamert
Head of communication

Michael Altorfer, PhD
CEO

Patrick Imwinkelried
Accounting
Wespi & Partner 

Franz Waibel, PhD
Head Global Village

Tiziana Rosa, PhD
International relations & 
Liaison Svizzera Italiana

Rachel Ougier Simonin
Business processes &  
IT infrastructure

Fabio Napoletano
Head Business Development
Liaison Bern

Maximilien Murone, PhD
Liaison Basel |  
Northwestern Switzerland

Aditya Yellepeddi
Liaison Romandie 
Industrial biotech chapter

Natasha Konstantinova
Head talent pool & Swiss 
Biotech Association 
Academy

Annamaria Kauzlaric 
Member support 
Diagnostics & healthtech 
chapters

It supports association chapters for diagnostics, healthtech, and industrial 
biotech companies, and manages online platforms and events to support selected 
stakeholder groups or cross-industry key topics (s. pages 13–15).
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Favorable frameworks

Favorable framework conditions for Swiss 
biotech companies facilitate access to 
global talent, funding, and innovative tech- 
nologies, while ensuring robust protection  
of intellectual property, an effective path  
to regulatory approval, and reliable market 
exclusivity terms.

To strengthen its impact, the Swiss Biotech 
Association has established a strong 
network of partners in Switzerland and 
abroad, all aligned with a common  
objective: To optimize global framework 
conditions for biotech startups and SMEs 
(see partner network on page 26).

In 2025, we will focus on:

	À Re-establishing Switzerland’s full 
association with the Horizon Europe  
R&D program

	À Opposing proposals that aim to weaken 
the international IP framework and risk 
undermining biomedical innovation

	À Helping to shape policies for the life 
sciences industry that foster innovation, 
attract funding, harmonize and accel- 
erate regulatory approvals, and provide 
reliable market exclusivity periods

	À Using our leading position in life sciences 
R&D to foster international collaboration 
and help innovate the global healthcare 
system through international alliances

Securing essential resources

In support of the second mission pillar, we 
develop platforms and tools that enable 
Swiss-based biotech companies to access 
international talent, funding, and emerging 
technologies. 

Our industry is growing at a rate of approx. 
5% annually. This means that each year, we 
need to attract an additional 2,000 – 3,000 
biotech professionals, while also replacing 
those who retire. 

Swiss biotech SMEs invest approximately 
2.5 billion CHF in R&D projects each year. 
While they generate some income through 
sales and milestone payments, they need to 
attract around 1.5–2 billion CHF in new 
funds from global investors to support the 
current size and growth rate of the industry.

In 2025, we aims to support this by:

	À Promoting the Swiss Biotech Orbit 
platform (p. 9) matching talents and jobs

	À Attracting educational opportunities  
to our Academy platform

	À Promoting our Swiss Biotech Ventures 
platform (p. 8) to facilitate financing and 
partnering

	À Organizing a pre-event for biotech 
investors only at the Swiss Biotech Day

	À Expanding the number of preferential 
business solutions that help our mem-
bers reduce operating costs

Supporting the Swiss biotech hub: Objectives 2025
The 2025 objectives of the Swiss Biotech Association align with one of the four 
mission pillars (s. page 12) or aim to enhance the financial flexibility and operational 
effectiveness of the association itself.
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Networking and information exchange

Our flagship event, the Swiss Biotech Day, 
will again play a central role in fostering 
information exchange and providing national 
and international networking opportunities. 
Since 2021, it has expanded by 40% every 
year and attracted around 2,500 partici-
pants from more than 40 countries in 2024. 

Now we will focus on qualitative growth by 
offering specific side events for global 
biotech investors and pharma partners. With 
mentoring booths and Swiss cluster booths, 
we also aim to provide valuable insights and 
information exchange, as well as increased 
interaction between Swiss biotech stake-
holders and international partners.

In 2025, we plan to strengthen networking 
opportunities by:

	À Driving qualitative growth of the Swiss 
Biotech Day, solidifying its position  
as a premier global partnering event  
for biotech executives

	À Enabling the formation of bilateral biotech 
communities between Switzerland and 
strong international biotech hubs

	À Expanding the Swiss R&D Biotech, CFO, 
and HR meeting platforms to support 
peer-to-peer know-how exchange and 
provide important feedback loops for  
the association 

	À Engaging with various biotech investor 
groups and supporting the Deep Tech 
Nation Switzerland Foundation in 
developing investment opportunities  
for institutional investors

Promotion and awareness

For 14 consecutive years, Switzerland has 
led the global innovation index published by 
the World Intellectual Property Organization, 
and the Swiss biotech hub is an important 
factor in this assessment.

Promoting the contribution and value of  
the more than 1,500 Swiss-based biotech 
companies remains the key objective of  
our fourth mission pillar. While we promote 
the value of our products and technologies, 
we also need to build awareness of the 
needs of Swiss biotech startups and SMEs 
to ensure that they can continue to be an 
essential driver of Swiss innovation power.

To support this, in 2025 we will:

	À Publish the digital and print editions  
of the Swiss Biotech Directory

	À Publish the Swiss Biotech Report 2025, 
highlighting the power of international  
alliances

	À Promote the Access Consortium of  
Switzerland, Australia, Canada, the UK, 
and Singapore

	À Present the Swiss Biotech Success Story 
Awards to the 2025 laureates

	À Establish the Swiss life sciences communi-
cation alliance
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3B Biotech Research Sagl

3T Biosciences Europe GmbH

4Bases SA

4G Clinical B.V.

7AlpsBio GmbH

AB2 Bio Ltd

Abbmira Therapeutics AG

abc biopply AG

abcDNA GmbH

ABCDx SA

Abologix Sàrl

AC Bioscience SA

AC Immune SA

ACM Biosciences AG

ACROBiosystems AG

Activen SA

ADC Therapeutics SA

Addex Therapeutics Ltd

Adienne Pharma & Biotech SA

Adiposs SA

Adolf Kühner AG

Adoram Therapeutics SA

Advanced Clinical Switzerland GmbH

Advesya AG

Advitech Consulting SA

aiNET GmbH

Akceso Advisors AG

Alentis Therapeutics AG

Alira Health

Alithea Genomics SA

Allegria Therapeutics AG

AllesHealth GmbH

Alloy Therapeutics (Switzerland) AG

Alpha Lyncis SA

AlphaMol Science AG

AlphaOnco Swiss SA

Alphastrat GmbH

Altamira Therapeutics AG

Altasciences 

Altorfer Engineering GmbH

AlveoliX AG

Amal Therapeutics

Amazentis SA

Amphasys AG

Amphilix AG

Amporin Pharmaceuticals AG

AMYRA Biotech AG

AnaPath Services GmbH

Anaveon AG

Anjarium Biosciences AG

Ansea AG

anteris Helvetia AG

Antion Biosciences SA

Aphaia Pharma AG

Apricot Therapeutics AG

Aptissen SA

Araris Biotech AG

Ariceum International AG

Arphamid Therapeutics GmbH

ArtBio GmbH

ARTIDIS AG

ASC Oncology Schweiz AG

Asceneuron SA

Asterivir SA 

Astra Therapeutics AG

Atanis Biotech AG

Athebio AG

ATLyphe AG

Atopia Therapeutics SA  

Aukera Therapeutics GmbH

Aurealis Therapeutics AG

Auregen Biotherapeutics SA

Avance Basel GmbH

Avenza Consulting Sarl

Avrion Therapeutics AG 

axcura AG

Axon Lab AG

Azafaros Switzerland AG

B SQUARED Sarl

Baccinex SA

Bachem AG

BakerHicks AG

Baliopharm AG

Basel Biotech Consulting GmbH

Basilea Pharmaceutica Ltd.

Bavarian Nordic Berna GmbH 

BC Platforms AG

Becton Dickinson AG

BERNINA BioInvest AG

BIDECO AG

BigOmics Analytics SA

Bio-Rad Laboratories AG

Bio-Techne AG

Bio-Technopark Schlieren-Zürich

BioArk SA

BioConcept AG

BioCopy AG

Bioengineering AG

Biogen International GmbH

BioLingus

BioMedPartners AG

BiomedVC AG

Bionter AG

Biopôle SA

Bioscibex SA

Biosynth AG

BioVersys AG

BioXpress Therapeutics SA

blsc - bihlmann life science communication

Blueprint Medicines (Switzerland) GmbH

Boehler Life Science Advice

Bonetti & Partner GmbH

Bright Peak Therapeutics AG

Bromatech (Suisse) SA

Bucher Biotec AG

Büchi AG

Bühlmann Laboratories AG

Caland SA

CalicoBiosystems SA

Calliditas Therapeutics Suisse SA

Cancer Research and Biotechnology AG

Canlion AG

CanVirex AG

Caparna AG

Carbogen Amcis AG 
 
Catalent Pharma Solutions GmbH 

Catalyze Switzerland GmbH

CDR-Life AG
 
CEBIS International

Ceidos SA

Celerion Switzerland AG

Cellerys AG

Cellestia Biotech AG

CELLnTEC advanced cell systems AG

Cellula Therapeutics SA

cellvie AG

Celonic AG

Centenara Labs AG

Cerbios-Pharma SA

Cerdia International GmbH

certus molecular diagnostics ag

Cetacea Consulting GmbH

chAIron SA

Chelonia SA

Chemgineering Switzerland AG

Chinsiders GmbH

Choose Life BioTech SA

ChromaCon AG

Cilatus Biopharma Consulting AG

CimArk SA

List of 593 members, December 31, 2024
112 new members joined the association in 2024, shown in red
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Cimeio Therapeutics AG

CIS Biopharma AG

Citeline

Clear Solutions Laboratories AG

ClearView Healthcare Partners Switzerland GmbH

Clinigen Healthcare Switzerland SARL

Clinipace AG

ClinOps Advisory Turner GmbH

Complyomics Sarl

Connectors Verbindungstechnik AG

Coulter Partners

Cradle Switzerland AG

CRB Group GmbH

CROSS Research SA

CSEM

CSL Behring AG

CTC Resourcing Solutions AG

Culture Collection of Switzerland AG

Curare Swiss AG

Curatis AG

Cureline AG

Curie.Bio

CUTISS AG

CxO SA

Cybiome GmbH

Cytiva Europe GmbH

Cytosurge AG

Cyxone Switzerland AG

D36.ch Sarl

Dao Tun GmbH

Debiopharm International SA

Delta Medical Promotions AG

Dimericon Therapeutics AG

Dinaqor AG

DPS Engineering Switzerland GmbH

DrM, Dr. Mueller AG

EAI Europe AG 
 
Ectica Technologies AG

Edelweiss Connect GmbH

EffRx Pharmaceuticals SA

Eli Lilly (Suisse) SA

Elionova AG

Elthera AG

Emtex AG

Enable Biotech AG

Endogena Therapeutics AG

Enzene Inc.

EPIC Suisse AG

EraCal Therapeutics Ltd

Ernst & Young AG

Eurofins BioPharma Product Testing Switzerland AG

Eurofins Genomics

Eviden AG

Evitria AG

EvlaBio AG

ExcellGene SA

ExpertInova AG

Expleo Technology Switzerland AG

F. Hoffmann-La Roche AG

FABLE GmbH

FatiAbGen International GmbH

FB Global Regulatory Consulting and Coaching

Fidia Pharma (Switzerland) SA

FimmCyte AG

FinalSpark SARL

Fischer PreclinTox Consulting

Floratek Pharma SA

FluoSphera SA 

Fondation EspeRare

Fortrea Switzerland AG

Forty51 Advisors AG

FoRx Therapeutics AG

Fritz Gyger AG

Future Health Pharma GmbH

Galapagos GmbH

Galser SA

Ganda Business Solutions AG

GBiotech Sàrl

Genedata AG

Genesupport SA

GeNeuro SA

Genevant Sciences GmbH

GenSearch Switzerland GmbH

GenXBioscience AG

GIO Therapeutics AG

GliaPharm SA

GlycoEra AG

GMT Fine Chemicals SA

Gnubiotics Sciences Sàrl

Granite Bio AG

GT Gain Therapeutics SA

GTP Bioways CDMO

GXP CONSULTING Switzerland GmbH

Haya Therapeutics SA

HBM Partners AG

headcount AG

Healiva SA

Health Advances GmbH

Healthecon AG

HekeTiss SA

Helsinn Healthcare SA

Helvetica Biotech Sarl

Helvetica Health Care Sàrl

HEMEX AG

HemostOD SA

HGF GmbH 

Hoffmann & Partner AG

Homburger AG

Horgen Labs GmbH

House of Lab Science AG

Humabs BioMed AG

Hyperbolic Holdings GmbH

IBR Inc. Institute for Biopharmaceutical Research

ICARE Laboratoire Switzerland Sàrl

ICE Biopharma GmbH

Ichnos Sciences SA

ICON Clinical Research (Switzerland) GmbH

iCure SA

Ideogen AG

Idorsia Pharmaceuticals Ltd.

IE Life Science Engineering AG

ImmunOs Therapeutics AG

ImmunSkills SA

In Virtuo Laboratories Sagl

Incaptek Sàrl

InCephalo AG

Incyte Biosciences International Sàrl

Infinity Communications Sarl

Infors HT Schweiz

InkVivo Technologies AG

InnoMedica Holding AG

INOFEA AG

inSEIT AG

InsideReg Sarl

InSphero AG

Institut de formulation des vaccins (CH) SA

Integra Biosciences AG

Integrated Biologix GmbH

Integrated Project Services GmbH

IntelDrug Consulting Pospíšil

InterAx Biotech AG

Inthera Bioscience AG

IOnctura SA

IPS Biopharma AG

IQone Healthcare Switzerland SA

IQVIA AG

Ironwood Pharmaceutical

Isospec Analytics SA

J. Lamarck Asset Management SA

Jacobs Switzerland GmbH
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Jagotec AG - Vectura Fertin Pharma

JFG Life Sciences Stiftung der Universität Basel

JMP Software, SAS Institute GmbH

Justin Stindt Consulting AG

Juvion Life Sciences Sarl

KBI Biopharma SA

Kellerhals Carrard

Kisco Sarl

KPMG AG

KVALITO AG

Labatec Pharma SA

Labcorp Central Laboratory Services Sàrl

LabForce AG

Laevoroc Oncology AG

LaForce Business Solutions Sagl

LAGOSTA SA

LaRive Bio AG

LATAM Pharma Innovative Ventures AG

Laves-Arzneimittel GmbH

leadXpro AG

Legacy Healthcare (Switzerland) SA

Leman Biotech Lausanne SA

Lenz & Staehelin

Life Sciences Executive Search SARL

Light Chain Bioscience - NovImmune SA

LimmaTech Biologics

Limula SA

Linkster Therapeutics AG

Lonza AG

LS Instruments AG

LubioScience GmbH

Lucerna Chem AG

Luminance Health GmbH

Lunaphore Technologies SA

LYO-X AG

MabTree Biologics AG

Mabylon AG

Maxia Strategies GmbH

MaxWell Biosystems AG

McArthur and Associates GmbH

MD Bioproducts GmbH

Med Discovery SA

Mederis

MEDExpansion Sàrl

Medistri SA

Medlabdia AG

MedScienceSwiss AG

Medvisis Switzerland AG

MedXCell SA

Memo Therapeutics AG

Menarini Biotech srl

Merz/Anteis SA

MesenFlow Technologies Sàrl

metaLead Therapeutics AG

metaShape Pharma AG

MetrioPharm AG

MF Life Sciences GxP Consulting GmbH

Micro-Sphere S.A.

Microsynth AG

MicThera Sagl

Miltenyi Biotec Swiss AG

Mirum Pharmaceuticals AG

MOD1 AG

Molecular Partners AG

Monte Rosa Therapeutics AG

Moonlight AI Sàrl

Mosanna Therapeutics AG

MPC Therapeutics SA

MRGN Advisors Sàrl

MUVON Therapeutics AG

MV BioTherapeutics SA

Nagi Bioscience SA

Nathalie Jenni Consulting GmbH

Navignostics AG

NBE-Therapeutics AG

NCMA Consulting GmbH

NDA Regulatory Service Switzerland GmbH

NegotiumBio Schweiz GmbH

Nemis Technologies AG

Neovii Pharmaceuticals AG

Neurimmune AG

Neurosterix Pharma Sàrl

Newbiologix SA

Nexco Analytics Sarl

NexMR GmbH

Nikon Europe B.V.

Nodes Advisors AG

Noema Pharma AG

Nouscom AG

NovaGo Therapeutics AG

Novaremed AG

Novartis Pharma AG

Novassay SA

Novigenix SA

Novochizol SA

Nuclidium AG

Numab Therapeutics AG

NXI Therapeutics AG

ObelysQ SA

OCCIDENT Group AG

Oculis Operations Sarl

Oculox Technologies SA

Olgram SA

OM Pharma Ltd

OMNI Life Science GmbH

OmnilinX Therapeutics

Oncodesign Services

Onena Medicines AG

ONtrack Biomedical AG

Onward Therapeutics SA

oprandi & partner romandie sa

Oractive Swiss AG

Oriento SA

Orio Therapeutics SA

Orion Biotechnology Switzerland

Orphan Drug Consulting

Oryl Photonics SA

Otten Life Sciences Consulting Sàrl

P&G MedChem AG
Paola Valinotti Aostri - Access2Health Consulting

PAREXEL International (CH) AG

Parithera SA

PDC Therapeutics SA

Peleven AG

PeptART Bioscience GmbH

Peptone Switzerland AG

Perseo Pharma AG

Phargentis SA

Pharma-Consulting ENABLE GmbH

PharmaBiome AG

PharmaKorell GmbH 

PharmNDev Experts SA

Pharvaris GmbH

Pheida AG

Phialogics AG

Philip Morris Switzerland Sàrl

Philochem AG

Pilatus Biosciences SA

Planetary SA

PLUS Life Sciences Consulting Sàrl 

plusbiome AG

PLX Healthcare Services (Switzerland) AG

PMS Process Management System Sàrl

Polaroid Therapeutics AG

PolyPeptide Group AG

Populus Bio Sarl

Porton Pharmaceutical Chemicals GmbH

Praed Pharmaceuticals Ltd

Prasfarma

Preclina Europe GmbH

List of 593 members, December 31, 2024
112 new members joined the association in 2024, shown in red
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PreComb Therapeutics AG

Promega AG

Prometheus Life Technologies AG

ProteoMediX AG

Provectis Helathcare AG

PSI CRO AG

Pureos Bioventures

PVP Therapeutics AG

Qanatpharma AG

QBDC GmbH

Qiáo Advisors GmbH

Quant Biomarkers AG

Quartz Bio SA

Quercis Pharma AG

RADAR RP Sàrl

Rambam AG

RDP Pharma AG

Recolony AG

Reconnect Labs AG

Recordati AG

Redbiotec AG

Regen Lab SA

REM Analytics SA

Remap Consulting GmbH

Renaldee AG

Repertoire Immune Medicines AG

Resea Biotec GmbH

Resistell AG

RespAct GmbH

Rhizen Pharmaceuticals AG

Risklick AG

Roumai Medical (Switzerland) SA

Rowestil Consulting GmbH

Sai Life Sciences Ltd

Saiba AG

SAKK

Salmon Pharma GmbH

Salvina Therapeutics AG 

Santersus AG

Santhera Pharmaceuticals (Switzerland) AG

Sartorius Stedim Switzerland AG

Scailyte AG

SCG Siam Cement Group

Schedio SA

Schmidt Versicherungs Treuhand AG

Seagen International GmbH

Securecell AG

SEED Biosciences SA

Sefunda AG

Seito Biologics AG

Selmod GmbH

Senn Resources AG

Sferalp SA

SFL Pharma GmbH

SGS Analytics Switzerland AG

SGS Life Sciences Geneva

Shimadzu Schweiz GmbH

SICPA SA

Skyvor Medical AG

Socorex Isba SA

SOLID Drug Development SA

Solvias AG

Somagenetix AG

Sophia Genetics SA

Sotio Biotech AG

SP Groups SA

SpacePharma SA

Spexis AG

Springer Nature Ltd

STALICLA SA 

Stämm Vegh SA

Stobbe Pharma GmbH

Strategy Consulting Dr. Rudolf K. Sprüngli

Streefkerk Life Sciences Consultancy (SLSC)

Stromal Therapeutics AG

Sumitomo Pharma Switzerland GmbH 

Superlab Suisse AG

Supply Chain Operations SA

swati AG

Swiss Biotech Center SA

Swiss Consultant-Network GmbH

Swiss Rockets AG

Switzerland Global Enterprise

Swizzard Pharma AG

SynDermix AG

Synendos Therapeutics AG

Syneos Health Switzerland GmbH

Syrhatech SA

T-Oncology AG

T3 Pharmaceuticals AG

Talisto GmbH

Tandem Therapeutics AG

TargImmune Therapeutics AG

ten23 health AG

Tenpoint Therapeutics GmbH

The Jackson Laboratory

The RSA Group

therainnova AG

Thermo Fisher Scientific Biologics Lengnau

Thermo Fisher Scientific Life Technologies

Tigen Pharma SA

Tigermed Swiss AG

TissueLabs Sagl

tiventa AG

TOLREMO therapeutics AG

Toolpoint for Lab Science

Topadur Pharma AG

Trialize AG

Tridek-One Therapeutics SAS

Trilliome GmbH

UCB Pharma AG/UCB Farchim SA

USP Switzerland AG

Vaccentis AG

Vaderis Therapeutics AG

valuationLAB AG

Vandria SA

Venture Valuation

Versameb AG

VILS Switzerland GmbH

Viopas Venture Consulting GmbH

Vir Biotechnology International GmbH

VirdisGroup Sàrl

Virometix AG

VISCHER AG

Voisin Consulting Life Sciences

Volv Global SA

VTU Engineering Schweiz AG

Walder Wyss AG

Watson-Marlow AG

Wemedoo AG

Wipro Ltd. Geneva branch

Witt/Kieffer Schweiz AG

WuXi AppTec

Wyss Zurich

Xcenda Switzerland GmbH

XCubeBio AG

Xenometrix AG

Xlife Sciences AG

Ymmunobio AG

Yokogawa Innovation Switzerland GmbH

YONI Solutions SA

Zambon Biotech SA

Zeta CH AG
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