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This edition of Swiss Biotech™ provides commentary on some key national
and international stories.
Featured in this bulletin
are impressions from international events. The
national round-up provides interesting stories
on successfull CTI-projects during the
1st semester 2016.
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INTERNATIONAL UPDATES

Switzerland’s Scorecard
Scientific American published its Country Report 2016 during BIO 2016. The scorecard data,
basic statistics and insights on each of the 54 countries featured provides a balanced scorecard
for the year. Notably, Switzerland features amongst the top-10 countries.
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Some of the scorecard data was interpreted by the editors. They used a traditional methodology that relies on diverse metrics to gauge global innovation in biotechnology. Seven categories
were analyzed : Productivity, Intellectual Property (IP) Protection, Intensity, Enterprise Support,
Education/Workforce, Foundations, and Policy & Stability. Further information is available at
www.saworldview.com/

NATIONAL UPDATES

International Council of
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• Avicenna Oncology and the
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Resistant Cancers

The SBA CEO was present at the ICBA (International Council of
Biotech Associations) Ministerial Meeting on Monday, June 6,
where Maggie de Block, the Health Minister of Belgium announced
‘Pact for the Future’, a joint initiative of Belgium, Netherlands and
Luxembourg – more at www.deblock.belgium.be. Given the fact
that successful companies in the life science sector have production facilities and regional headquarters in these countries, it may
be worthwhile downloading (very easy) and reading the complete
document.

• Innovation Centre Peptide and
Protein Technologies HES-SO
Sion: Pioneer in an Emerging
Market
• Allocyte – New Hope for
Patients Suffering from
Autoimmune Diseases
• Get the Swiss Biotech Report
on Paper or Download at
www.swissbiotechreport.ch
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Impressions from BIO 2016
which ran under the
theme ‘Imagine’

Jim Greenwood opened the event.

Switzerland presented an active partnering booth and Pavilion.
Many leads were found during this important exhibition.

An interesting BIO@women took place on June 9, 2016. Speed-dating for candidates took place in the afternoon. Some 40 women participated in the event,
exchanged calling cards and introduced themselves.

Swiss Pavilion: 1Nation1Cluster including partnering
at the booth

Welcome speech by
the Mayor of San Francisco.

Get a Copy now:

Swiss Biotech Report 2016

The expectation is that biotechnology will continue to play a key role in
the sustainable development of Switzerland. Boosting innovation in this
industry will be vital to economic growth, to our environmental endeavours, to commercialization of new technologies and to public health.
By further strengthening academic output, enablers and competitive
clusters, we can create a strong ’bioeconomy’ moving forward. The
current report highlights major initiatives and key players in the value
proposition, and looks at the contribution they make to its success.
Download a copy at: www.swissbiotechreport.ch

Visit to South Korea in July 2016
The SBA CEO was invited to speak in South Korea at a conference.
This results from a fact-finding visit of a board member to South
Korea back in 2015. It is envisaged that there will be a signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Biotechnology Association of South Korea, enabled through KOTRA. The delegation
will be led by the President of the Federation, Mr. Johann-Schneider
Amman. The meeting is in advanced planning stages

This pictures shows that the global competition is actively seeking
companies to sustain their cluster initiatives. The goal should be
to re-instate this going forward.
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Innovation Centre Peptide and Protein
Technologies HES-SO Sion: Pioneer in an
Emerging Market
Abstract: Peptides are small proteins typically containing a chain of up to 100
amino acids.
In our bodies,they are produced every day in vast quantities and perform highly
specific biological activities. As there is increased interest in peptides for pharmaceutical applications, the HES-SO Valais-Wallis created a research group to
focus on peptideand protein technologies.
Keywords: peptide and protein technologies.
Read the full story:
www.swissbiotech.org/sites/swissbiotech.org/files/textmitbild/dateien/chimiapeptides_hes-so_sion.pdf

Avicenna Oncology and the Big Challenge:
The Fight against Aggressive and Resistant
Cancers
Antibodies can be linked with the toxins that are released in a tumour and gradually
destroy it by apoptosis, the term used when referring to a programmed cell death.
That’s how antibody drug conjugates (ADCs) work in cancer therapy. ADCs are
the focus of interest of Avicenna Oncology GmbH in Basel, which is developing a
new generation of toxic payloads associated with antibodies or tumour-targeting
agents; especially to treat aggressive and resistant cancers.

National Thematic Network
Thematic Platform
Biocatalysis and Biosynthesis

The ZHAW Industrial Biocatalysis Event

The Platform was Inaugurated
by the Scientific Lead,
Dr. Rebecca Buller.
Biocatalysis enables the sustainable production of chiral
and highly functionalized compounds for the chemical and
pharmaceutical industry. Recent key advaces in DNA sequencing, gene synthesis and data analysis are enabling
scientists to tailor biocatalysts according to industrial needs
and to reorganize enzymes into new biosynthetic pathways.
The aim of the Symposium ‘Industrial Biocatalyis’ is to
provide for scientific knowledge transfer and dialogue for
particpants from industry and academia working in this
growing research field.

www.swissbiotech.org/sites/swissbiotech.org/files/textmitbild/dateien/avicenna_oncology.pdf

Allocyte – New Hope for Patients
Suffering from Autoimmune Diseases
AlloCyte Pharmaceuticals AG is developing a new class of small molecule drugs
for patients suffering from severe autoimmune diseases. AlloCyte’s orally available ‘integrin silencers’ are designed to restore patients’ self-protective immune
balance, translating into lasting disease control. – The Basel Incubator opened in
2009 and houses interesting companies on the verge of becoming solid SMEs.
www.swissbiotech.org/sites/swissbiotech.org/files/textmitbild/dateien/allocyte_
pharmaceuticals.pdf
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